
             
 

2026 Resident Scholarships  
 
The AANA Foundation received 558 competitive resident scholarship applications this year, and 101 
scholarships were awarded totaling $309,250. The scholarships include:  
 
AANA Diamond Club Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor:  AANA Diamond Club (Funded by the former Presidents of the AANA. This year’s 

scholarship is in memory of Betty Horton) 
Recipient(s): Elizabeth Malfaro, University of Puerto Rico School of Nursing Nurse Anesthesia 

Program, PR 
 
AANA Diversity Scholarships—Three $3,000 Scholarships 
Sponsor:  AANA 
Recipient(s): Andre Angelia, Kaiser Permanente School of Anesthesia California State University 

Fullerton, CA; Otunuga Ayodeji, Middle Tennessee School of Anesthesia, TN; Alexis 
Martinez, West Virginia University, WV 

 
AANA Foundation DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) Scholarships—Three $3,000 Scholarships 
Sponsor:  AANA Foundation 
Recipient(s): Faith Koroma-Coker, Northeastern University Bouve College of Health Sciences School of 

Nursing Nurse Anesthesia Program, MA; Dustyn Cruz, Midwestern University Nurse 
Anesthesia Program, AZ; Bukola Shokunbi, University of North Dakota, ND 

 
AANA Foundation Scholarships—Ten $3,000 Scholarships 
Sponsor:  AANA Foundation 
Recipient(s):  Nicole Grasso, Rhode Island College Zvart Onanian School of Nursing/ St. Joseph 

Hospital School of Nurse Anesthesia, RI; Kate Hirsch, Duke University Nurse Anesthesia 
Program, NC; Alexa Rubino, Columbia University, NY; Soo Jung Ha, Duke University 
Nurse Anesthesia Program, NC; Caroline Rodgers, The University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center College of Nursing Nurse Anesthesiology Concentration, TN; Octavia 
McFarlane, Barry University, FL; Sodiq Anifowoshe, Cedar Crest College, PA; Ana 
Laureano, Arkansas State University College of Nursing and Health Professions School of 
Nursing, AR; Wells Dhionis, Samford University Department of Nurse Anesthesia Moffett 
and Sanders School of Nursing, AL; Hayden Hmiel, UNC Greensboro, School of Nursing, 
Doctor of Nursing Practice, Nurse Anesthesia Concentration, NC 

 
Adriel G. Cansino, DNP, CRNA Memorial Scholarships—Two $3,000 Scholarships 
Sponsor:  Christian Cansino, DNP, CRNA (In memory of Adriel G. Cansino, DNP, CRNA, and his 
contributions to medically underserved patients abroad through medical missions.) 
Recipient(s):  Jodelle Ingram, Columbia University School of Nursing Program in Nurse Anesthesia, NY; 

Sierra Barnette, The Millikin University and Decatur Memorial Hospital Nurse Anesthesia 
Program, IL 

 
ALANA Scholarships—Three $3,000 Scholarships 



Sponsor: Alabama Association of Nurse Anesthetists 
Recipient(s): Darby Clymer, University of Mobile Nurse Anesthesia Program, AL; Christin Eckerle, 

Samford University Department of Nurse Anesthesia Moffett and Sanders School of 
Nursing, AL; Jacob Knighton, The University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Nursing 
Post-BSN to DNP Pathway for Nurse Anesthesia, AL 

 
Art Zwerling Memorial Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Pennsylvania Association of Nurse Anesthetists (In memory of Art Zwerling, CRNA) 
Recipient(s): Abigayle Manchester, University of Pittsburgh School of Nursing Nurse Anesthesia 

Program, PA 
 
Barry Anthony Cranfill Memorial Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Sentry Anesthesia Mgt. (In memory of Barry A. Cranfill, CRNA) 
Recipient(s): Samantha Kodak, Medical University of South Carolina Anesthesia for Nurses Program, 

SC 
 

Birgitta Johansson Scholarship Fund—$3,000 
Sponsor: Birgitta Johansson (In honor of Mary “Betty” Ramey) 
Recipient(s): Kayla Wright, Charleston Area Medical Center/University of Charleston Doctorate of 

Nurse Anesthesia Practice Program, WV 
 
Carolyn Newton Martin & Alton Lamar Martin Sr. Memorial Scholarship—$7,000 
Sponsor: Kay M. Argroves, DNP, CRNA, FAANA (In memory of Carolyn Newton Martin & Alton 

Lamar Martin Sr.) 
Recipient(s): Ansley Paulk, Augusta University, GA 
 
CRNA Financial Success Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: CRNA Financial Planning® 
Recipient(s): Amanda Kabealo, Wake Forest University School of Medicine Nurse Anesthesia 

Program, NC 
 
Cynthia McNerney Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Cynthia McNerney Estate 
Recipient(s): Youngjun Choi, Duke University Nurse Anesthesia Program, NC 
 
Dean M. Cox Memorial Scholarships—Ten $3,000 Scholarships 
Sponsor: David R. Javaheri, in memory of Dean M. Cox, CRNA  
Recipient(s): Derek Clear, The Ohio State University College of Nursing DNP Program—Nurse 

Anesthesia Track, OH; Hillary Melton, Samford University Department of Nurse 
Anesthesia Moffett and Sanders School of Nursing, AL; Mackenzie Lane, Florida State 
University Nurse Anesthesia Program, FL; Ashley Ivey, University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center, TN; Hailey Stevens, University of South Florida College of Nursing Nurse 
Anesthesiology Program, FL;  Jillian Conley, Rutgers School of Nursing Anesthesia 
Program, NJ; Eric Pladsen, University of North Dakota Nurse Anesthesia Program, ND; 
Ashley Parent, Fairfield University Nurse Anesthesia Program, CT; Hannah Holt, The 
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga/Erlanger Health System Nurse Anesthesia 
Concentration, TN; Payton Romano, Cleveland Clinic Foundation Frances Payne Bolton 
School of Nursing Case Western Reserve University School of Nurse Anesthesia, OH 

 
 



Dean and Fred Hayden Memorial National Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Fred Hayden Estate (In memory of Dean Hayden) 
Recipient(s): Mitchell Child, The University of Iowa College of Nursing Anesthesia Nursing Program, IA 
 
Diana U. Davidson Memorial Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Pennsylvania Association of Nurse Anesthetists (In honor of Diana U. Davidson) 
Recipient(s): Jacqueline Vonglis, Drexel University Nurse Anesthesia Program, PA 
 
Dr. Maureen Reilly, PhD, CRNA Memorial Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Association of Veteran’s Affairs Nurse Anesthetists 
Recipient(s): Vanessa LaDoris Nickles, Union University College of Nursing Nurse Anesthesia Track, TN 
 
Dr. Sandra K. Tunajek Scholarship for Nurse Anesthesia Education—$3,000 
Sponsor: Kentucky Association of Nurse Anesthetists (In honor of Dr. Sandra K. Tunajek) 
Recipient(s): Emma Bell, University of Louisville Nurse Anesthesia Program, KY 
 
Edward Hyland, CRNA Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Delaware Association of Nurse Anesthetists (In memory of Edward Hyland, CRNA) 
Recipient(s): Loraynne Wilmer, Thomas Jefferson University Jefferson College of Nursing Nurse 

Anesthesia Program, PA 
 

Elizabeth Burt Jeter Memorial Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Leslie Jeter, DNP, MSNA, CRNA (In memory of Elizabeth Burt Jeter) 
Recipient(s): Matthew Brown, Augusta University Nursing Anesthesia Program, GA 
 
Florida Association of Nurse Anesthetists Resident Scholarship—$3,000  
Sponsor: Florida Association of Nurse Anesthetists (In honor of all Florida’s Nurse Anesthetists) 
Recipient(s): Geneva Ford Miller, University of Miami School of Nursing and Health Studies Nurse 

Anesthesia Program, FL 
 

Frank T. Maziarski, MS, CRNA Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Frank T. Maziarski, MS, CRNA Estate 
Recipient(s): Brice Dukuzimana, National University Fresno Nurse Anesthesia Program, CA 
 
George DeVane Memorial Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Kansas Association of Nurse Anesthetists (In memory of George DeVane) 
Recipient(s):  Brent Nelson, University of Kansas Nurse Anesthesia Program, KS 
 
George William Jeter Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Leslie Jeter, DNP, MSNA, CRNA (In memory of George William Jeter) 
Recipient(s): Alexandra Hogg, The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga/Erlanger Health System 

Nurse Anesthesia Concentration, TN 
 
Georgia Resident Registered Nurse Anesthesiologist Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Leslie Jeter, DNP, MSNA, CRNA 
Recipient(s): Sophia Ahn, Emory University Doctor of Nursing Practice Nurse Anesthesia Program, GA 
 
The Grace and Daniel Connelly Family Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Grace and Daniel Connelly 
Recipient(s): Gaeun Ahn, Columbia University School of Nursing Program in Nurse Anesthesia, NY 



 
Hagan Insurance and New York Life Veteran’s Scholarships—Three $3,250 Scholarships 
Sponsor: Hagan Insurance Group and New York Life Insurance Co. 
Recipient(s): Jacob Duben, Mount Marty University Graduate Program in Nurse Anesthesiology, SD; 

James Warren, Samford University Department of Nurse Anesthesia Moffett and 
Sanders School of Nursing, AL; Ashley Sullivan, Columbia University School of Nursing, 
NY 

 
Hazel P. Currier Memorial Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Hazel Currier Estate 
Recipient(s): Kha Tran, University of South Florida, Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) in Nurse 

Anesthesiology Program, FL 
 
Jack Neary Memorial Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor:  Vermont Association of Nurse Anesthetists 
Recipient(s):  Kylie Hutchins, Northeastern University Bouve College of Health Sciences School of 

Nursing Nurse Anesthesia Program, MA 
 
Jean E. Gamble Memorial Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Jean E. Gamble Estate 
Recipient(s): Lindsay O’Toole, Medical University of South Carolina Anesthesia for Nurses Program, 

SC 
 
John F. Garde Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Programs (In memory of John 
F. Garde)  
Recipient(s): Cheyenne Brooks, University of South Florida, Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) in Nurse 

Anesthesiology Program, FL 
 
John J. Nagelhout Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Kaiser Permanente School of Anesthesia (In memory of John J. Nagelhout) 
Recipient(s): Caroline Keller, Webster University Nurse Anesthesia Program, MO 
 
Kathryn Waud White, Resident Leadership Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Minnesota Association of Nurse Anesthetists (In memory of Kathryn Waud White) 
Recipient(s): Joseph Keane, Mayo Clinic School of Health Sciences Doctor of Nurse Anesthesia 

Practice Program, MN 
 
Kristine Goryanec Willingham Memorial Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Paul Willingham (In memory of Kristine Goryanec Willingham, CRNA, USAF (Ret.) 
Recipient(s): Andrew Warzinski, University of Pittsburgh School of Nursing Nurse Anesthesia 

Program, PA 
 
Lakeview Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: James and Margot Hinchliff, CRNA 
Recipient(s): Kathleen Eviza-Ford, Medical University of South Carolina Anesthesia for Nurses 

Program, SC 
 
Larry Lysne Leadership Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Washington Association of Nurse Anesthetists (In memory of Larry Lysne) 



Recipient(s): Lidya Bekele, Rush University College of Nursing Nurse Anesthesia Program, IL 
 
Maine Association of Nurse Anesthetists Resident Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor:  Maine Association of Nurse Anesthetists 
Recipient(s):  Brianna Johnson, University of New England School of Nurse Anesthesia, ME 
 
Maria Roach, CRNA Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor:  Maria Roach, CRNA Estate 
Recipient(s): Justin Melendez, Northwestern State University of Louisiana Nurse Anesthesia Program, 

LA 
 
Maryland Association of Nurse Anesthetists Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Maryland Association of Nurse Anesthetists, Inc. 
Recipient(s): Ivie Alohan, Johns Hopkins School of Nursing DNP Nurse Anesthesia Program, MD 
 
Michael Kelly Smith, CRNA Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Parents and Spouse of Michael Kelly Smith, CRNA 
Recipient(s): Elizabeth Erlandson, University of South Dakota Nurse Anesthesia Program, SD 
 
Michigan Association of Nurse Anesthetists Scholarships—Five $3,000 Scholarships 
Sponsor: Michigan Association of Nurse Anesthetists 
Recipient(s): Jessica Duggan, Wayne State University Eugene Applebaum College of Pharmacy and 

Health Sciences, MI; Amber Todd, University of Michigan-Flint Nurse Anesthesia 
Program, MI; Max Serra, Michigan State University Nurse Anesthesiology Program, MI; 
Nicole Ortiz, University of Detroit Mercy Graduate Program of Nurse Anesthesiology, 
MI; Abigail Kurian, Oakland University Beaumont Graduate Program of Nurse 
Anesthesia, MI 

 
Minnesota Association of Nurse Anesthetists Scholarship—$3,000  
Sponsor: Minnesota Association of Nurse Anesthetists 
Recipient(s): Bailey Fey, Minneapolis School of Anesthesia, MN 
 
Missouri Association of Nurse Anesthetists Resident Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Missouri Association of Nurse Anesthetists 
Recipient(s): Abigail O'Leary, University Health Truman Medical Center School of Nurse Anesthesia, 

MO 
 

NAPF Scholarships—Five $3,000 Scholarships  
Sponsor: Nurse Anesthesia Pride Foundation (In honor of Brian Thorson, MS, APRN, CRNA) 
Recipient(s): Dalton Poe, University of South Florida, Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) in Nurse 

Anesthesiology Program, FL; Miatz Saint-Fleur, Rosalind Franklin University, IL; Nicholas 
Havens, The Millikin University and Decatur Memorial Hospital Nurse Anesthesia 
Program, IL; Raymond Joseph, Charleston Area Medical Center/University of Charleston 
Doctorate of Nurse Anesthesia Practice Program, WV; Samuel Hartnett, University of 
Alabama at Birmingham, AL 
 

NCANA Deb Flaherty LEAD Scholarships (Leadership Education & Development)—Two $3,000  
Scholarships 
Sponsor:  North Carolina Association of Nurse Anesthetists (In memory of Deb Flaherty) 



Recipient(s):  Alysha Johnson, Duke University Nurse Anesthesia Program, NC; Patrick O'Grady, Wake 
Forest University School of Medicine Nurse Anesthesia Program, NC 

 
Nebraska Resident Nurse Anesthetists Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Nebraska Association of Nurse Anesthetists 
Recipient(s): Reagan Terry, Bryan College of Health Sciences School of Nurse Anesthesia, NE 
 
New England Assembly of Nurse Anesthetists Scholarship (NEANA)—$3,000 
Sponsor: New England Assembly of Nurse Anesthetists 
Recipient(s): Samantha Herlihy, Fairfield University Nurse Anesthesia Program, CT 
 
New Mexico Association of Nurse Anesthetists Lorrie Bennett Scholarship—$2,500 
Sponsor: New Mexico Association of Nurse Anesthetists (This scholarship is in memory of Lorrie 
Bennett) 
Recipient(s): Elise Huston, New Mexico State University Nurse Anesthesiology DNP Program, NM 
 
OSANA Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Ohio State Association of Nurse Anesthetists 
Recipient(s): Gregory Gardner, Frances Payne Bolton School of Nursing Program of Nurse Anesthesia 

Case Western Reserve University, OH 
 
Palmer Carrier Resident Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Palmer Carrier Estate 
Recipient(s): Kimberly Boit, Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science Nurse Anesthesia 

Program, IL 
 
Patty Cornwell Stewardship and Advocacy Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Tennessee Association of Nurse Anesthetists 
Recipient(s): Helen Tellez, University of Tennessee Health Science Center, TN 
 
Pennsylvania Association of Nurse Anesthetists Scholarships—Three $3,000 Scholarships  
Sponsor: Pennsylvania Association of Nurse Anesthetists (in honor of Mary Depaolis Lutzo, CRNA, 

ARNP; Sister Mary Bernard and the PANA Past Presidents) 
Recipient(s): Riley Noga, York College of Pennsylvania/WellSpan Health Nurse Anesthetist Program, 

PA; Amanda El-Chaar, University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing Nurse Anesthesia 
Program, PA; Dana Morris, Drexel University Nurse Anesthesia Program, PA 

 
Pennsylvania Association of Nurse Anesthetists Dignitary Scholarship—$3,000  
Sponsor: Pennsylvania Association of Nurse Anesthetists (in memory of the PANA member(s) who           
passed away this past year, Alice Lamb, CRNA and Arlene Loeffler, CRNA)  
Recipient(s): John Leinhauser, University of Pittsburgh School of Nursing Nurse Anesthesia Program, 

PA 
 
Richard Ouellette Scholarship—$3,000  
Sponsor: Richard Ouellette  
Recipient(s): Brooke Peacock, Northeastern University Bouve College of Health Sciences School of 

Nursing Nurse Anesthesia Program, MA 
 
Ronald Lenninger Memorial Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Bobbi Lenninger (In memory of Ronald Lenninger) 



Recipient(s): Rachel Zehner, Goldfarb School of Nursing at Barnes-Jewish College Nurse Anesthesia 
Program, MO 

 
Russell Lynn Memorial Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Pennsylvania and New Jersey Association of Nurse Anesthetists (In memory of Russell 

Lynn) 
Recipient(s): Ayla Burda, Independence Health System School of Anesthesia at St Vincent College, PA 
 
Sandra J. Kilde, EdD, CRNA Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Minneapolis School of Anesthesia (In memory of Sandra J. Kilde, EdD, CRNA)  
Recipient(s): Alexandra Herrmann, Minneapolis School of Anesthesia, MN 
 
Steve Mund Veteran’s Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor:  Angie Mund (In memory of Steve Mund) 
Recipient(s):  Gabrielle Miranda, Medical University of South Carolina Anesthesia for Nurses, SC 
 
Susan P. McMullan Single Parent Scholarship—$5,000 
Sponsor:  Susan P. McMullan 
Recipient(s):  Khiry Smith, The University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Nursing Post-BSN to 

DNP Pathway for Nurse Anesthesia, AL 
 
TANA Education District #4 Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Texas Association of Nurse Anesthetists Education District #4 
Recipient(s): Victor Gerard De Vera, Texas Christian University School of Nurse Anesthesia, TX 
 
Unbridled Anesthesia Leadership Scholarship—Two $3,000 Scholarships 
Sponsor: Debra Barber, DNP, CRNA 
Recipient(s): Cody Dillow, Northern Kentucky University Nurse Anesthesia Program, KY; Germaine 

Daming, Northern Kentucky University Nurse Anesthesia Program, KY 
 
Virginia Association of Nurse Anesthetists Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Virginia Association of Nurse Anesthetists 
Recipient(s): Elizabeth Long, Mary Baldwin University Nurse Anesthesiology Program, VA 
 
Virginia A. Gaffey Scholarship—$3,000 
Sponsor: Virginia Gaffey Estate 
Recipient(s): Madeleine Lee, Duke University Nurse Anesthesia Program, NC 
 


