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Overview 

Twentieth Edition 

This is the twentieth edition of the book that presents the American 

Association of Nurse Anesthesiology (AANA) continuing education 

approval and recognition program. AANA awards prior approval of 

continuing education activities for CRNAs, also referred to as nurse 

anesthetists or nurse anesthesiologists, that is before 

(hence prior) to the program's implementation, in accord with AANA 

Standards and Criteria to assure quality and relevance to practice. 

The Association also offers nonprior approval (recognition) of continuing 

education activities that have been approved by another recognized 

approval or accrediting organization and attended by or participated in 

by nurse anesthetists before being reviewed by the AANA CE Department. 

AANA also recognizes certain educational activities engaged by 

individual CRNAs that result in learning and which contribute to 

competent practice and professionalism. Participation in approved 

and recognized continuing education is necessary for CRNAs in various 

states to meet professional credentialing and state practice and/or 

regulatory requirements. 

The 14 Standards and Criteria for Approval remain the cornerstone of 

the AANA CE Program. There have been minor revisions to reflect the 

most current processes for the approval of applications. The Guidelines 

for Submission of Application Materials are available to all applicants 

and appear on the AANA website under the section dedicated to "CE." 

The AANA is accredited as a provider of nursing continuing professional 

development by the American Nurses Credentialing Center's 

Commission on Accreditation (ANCC). The AANA has maintained its 

accreditation without interruption since 1988. 
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Introduction 

Historical Perspective 

Today, just as in the time of the inception of the profession, the rapidly 

changing character and increasing complexity of nurse anesthesia 

practice demands continuous updating of the practitioner's knowledge, 

skills, and understanding. Any improvement in professional practice and 

educational Standards and expectations can't adequately be 

accomplished without the ongoing involvement of knowledgeable and 

skillful professionals who are engaged in lifelong learning and 

professional growth processes. 

In 1967-1968, the Board of Trustees of the American Association of Nurse 

Anesthesiology (AANA) realized the increasing importance of documentation 

of continuing professional excellence. The Board recognized that continuing 

education (CE) was essential to maintaining professional competence, that the 

public and healthcare consumers held the nurse anesthesia profession 

accountable for the competence of practitioners, and that the profession had the 

responsibility for establishing Standards for CE activities. As a result, the Board 

of Trustees directed the AANA Education Committee to study CE for CRNAs. 

During the 1969 AANA Annual Meeting, a bylaw amendment was adopted 

to provide certificates of professional excellence at 5-year intervals to 

members with documented completion of additional clinical and didactic 

experiences. Participation in this optional program indicated that a CRNA 

was highly motivated to maintain current knowledge and skill for nurse 

anesthesia practice. 

At the 1976 AANA Annual Meeting, the members amended the bylaws to 

provide for mandatory CE for recertification of active practicing CRNAs. 

The Continuing Education Program was developed by the CE Committee 

and adopted on August 22, 1977 by the membership at the AANA Annual 

Meeting to be implemented August 1, 1978. 



Philosophy of the AANA's 

Continuing Education Committee 

The AANA believes that nursing is accountable to the public for promulgating 

Standards of nursing practice that improve the delivery of services and promote 

quality patient care. As the national professional association for nurses 

specializing in anesthesia, the AANA holds itself responsible for providing CE 

activities that help members maintain excellence in practice. It further meets 

this commitment to society and the profession by establishing Standards that 

foster quality CE activities offered by other providers. 

Nurse anesthesia professional development is the lifelong process of 

active participation in learning activities that assist in developing and 

maintaining continuing competence, enhancing professional practice, 

and supporting achievement of anesthesia career goals. Nurse anesthesia 

professional development begins within the basic nurse anesthesia 

educational program, continues throughout the career of the CRNA, 

and encompasses the educational concepts of CE staff development (SD) 

and academic education. Staff development consists of employer provider 

orientation, inservice and continuing education. 

The CE Committee believes that CE activities are most effective when the 

learning needs of participants are considered and when the principles of 

adult education are applied. It supports these beliefs by developing and 

upholding Standards of CE education that include those basic concepts. 

In addition to reviewing educational materials prepared and delivered by 

the association, the CE Committee and department also monitors and 

appraises the CE activities of other providers to ensure that they adhere 

to established Standards that promote quality CE for CRNAs. 
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Role of CE with the MAC Program 

On August 1, 2024, the NBCRNA launched the Maintaining Anesthesia 

Certification (MAC) Program. The MAC program spans a four-year period. Beyond 

appropriate licensure and practice requirements, the MAC program consists of 

three components required to maintain certification: 

• MAC Ed: MAC Ed is prior-approved educational programs directly related to the 

practice of anesthesia that contain some form of assessment. The assessment 

should validate the CE activity's stated learning objectives and verify that 

learning has occurred. 

• MAC Dev: MAC Dev activities enhance the nurse anesthetist's foundational knowledge 

of nurse anesthesia practice, support patient safety, or foster the nurse anesthetist's 

understanding of the broader healthcare environment. MAC Dev activities do not 

require prior approval and are not required to have an assessment. Excess MAC Ed 

credits can also be claimed as MAC Dev requirements for renewal. AANA members 

can self-report MAC Dev activities, along with proper documentation on the AANA 

website so that their entire record of MAC Ed and MAC Dev requirements can be 

reported directly to NBCRNA from the AANA for renewal purposes. A complete list of 

NBCRNA-approved MAC Dev activities can be found on the NBCRNA website. 

• MAC Check: MAC Check provides a systematic measurement of knowledge 

required for the practice of nurse anesthesia. MAC Check assesses the four core 

domains of knowledge needed to safely practice nurse anesthesia (Airway 

Management, Applied Clinical Pharmacology, Physiology and Pathophysiology, 

and Anesthesia Equipment, Technology, and Safety) by providing a series of 

multi-choice and multi-select questions to CRNAs every quarter and issuing 

remedial MAC Ed requirements if necessary. 



Purpose 

The CE Program for CRNAs seeks to enhance the professional competence of 

healthcare providers in the specialty of nurse anesthesia, and thereby, assure a 

higher quality of healthcare service. 

CE is an organized and evaluative process that promotes the enrichment of 

knowledge toward the goal of maintaining anesthesia expertise. 

The AANA's CE Department, in conjunction with the AANA CE Committee, 

oversees the program and continually monitors the process to ensure that the 

Standards and Criteria are met. The AANA's CE Program includes Standards 

and Criteria for the review, approval, and recognition of CE activities for CRNAs 

for purposes of recertification and is prepared to assist each of its members in 

achieving that goal. 

Goals 

The goals of the AANA's CE Program facilitate the promotion of quality 

CE for CRNAs. They include: 

1. Promoting quality continuing education by implementing a review 

and recognition process that includes Standards and Criteria for 

CE providers. 

2. Providing a clearly defined application process, as well as procedures 

for the review and approval of qualifying educational materials. 

3. Assisting state associations and other providers of CE to develop 

quality CE offerings in and for nurse anesthesia. 

4. Implementing an ongoing process of continuous quality improvement 

for the policies, procedures, and criteria of the CE Program, so as to 

better assess the effectiveness of the services provided and to take 

corrective actions as determined necessary or advantageous. 

5. Engaging in other activities to ensure the continued growth and 

viability of the CE Program. 

5 



6 

Commercialization, Vested Interest 

and Protective Actions 

All approved providers must ensure that their continuing education 

activities are free from bias and all presenters (faculty) must declare vested 

interests and any conflicts in interests (real or potential/perceived). A provider 

must ensure that the following decisions were made free of the control of a 

commercial interest: (a) Identification of educational needs; (b) Determination of 

educational objectives; (c) Selection and presentation of content; (d) Selection of 

all persons and organizations that will be in a position to control the content of the 

educational activity; (e) Selection of educational methods; (f) Assessment and 

Evaluation of the activity. 

Conflict of Interest: A conflict of interest exists when an individual is in a 

position to control or influence the content of an educational activity and 

has a financial relationship with a commercial interest, the products or 

services of which are pertinent to the content of the educational activity. 

The provider is responsible for identifying and resolving conflicts of interest 

during the planning and implementation phases of an educational activity. 

Identification and Evaluation: The provider is responsible for ensuring that 

all individuals who have the ability to control or influence the content of an 

educational activity disclose all relevant relationships with any commercial 

interest, including but not limited to members of the Planning Committee, 

speakers, presenters, authors, and/or content reviewers. Relationships with 

commercial interest organizations are considered relevant if they existed 

within the past twelve months. 

Resolution: When an individual has a relevant relationship with a 

commercial interest organization, the provider must implement a process to 

resolve the conflict of interest. Actions taken to resolve conflicts of interest 

must demonstrate resolution of the identified conflicts of interest prior to 

presenting/providing the educational activity to learners. Such actions 

must be documented in the program file, and documentation must 

demonstrate both the identified conflict and how the conflict was resolved. 

Commercial Interest: A commercial interest is any entity producing, 

marketing, re-selling, or distributing health care goods or services 

consumed by, or used on, patients. A commercial interest is not eligible for 

AANA CE prior approval. By definition, this does not include most non­

profit organizations (however, non-profit organizations that advocate for 

commercial interest are not eligible for AANA prior approval), government 

organizations, or non-health care organizations. AANA does not consider 

providers of clinical service directly to patients to be commercial interests. 



Commercial Support: Commercial interest organizations may provide 

monetary funding, in-kind contributions or other support (Commercial 

Support) for continuing education activities in accordance with the 

fundamental principles that: 

1. Commercial support must not influence the planning, 

development, content, implementation, or evaluation of an 

educational activity. 

2. Receipt of Commercial Support must be disclosed to learners. 

Content Integrity: Commercial interest organizations providing Commercial 

Support for continuing educational activities may not influence or participate 

in the planning, implementation, or evaluation of an educational activity. 

There must be a clear separation of educational activities and promotion. 

Commercial exhibits or advertisements must not influence CE content or 

interfere in any way with the CE presentation or materials, nor can they be a 

condition that influences commercial support. Product promotion or product­

specific advertisement or marketing of any type is prohibited in the same 

space before, during, or after a CE activity. Education content developed by a 

commercial interest may NOT be used during a CE activity. This includes 

distribution of product brochures or product information in conjunction with 

handouts. Use of a commercial interest or commercial supporter's logo on CE 

activity materials is prohibited. 
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Standards and Criteria 

The purpose of the AANA CE approval process is to assure that continuing 

education for CRNAs is appropriate for recertification as a CRNA. The AANA has 

also established Standards and Criteria for the CE Program to ensure quality of 

educational programs for CRNAs. Assessed CE credits are required for 

recertification; therefore, certain criteria have been defined in a manner that 

recognizes those programs for credit whose content is relevant to the practice of 

anesthesia or that contribute to the improvement of the CRNA's practice in 

education, administration, research, or clinical practice. The AANA has specific 

parameters upon which to base their CE approval that are directly linked to the 

recertification process. This enables the Association to carry out its 

responsibilities to the public with respect to assuring that the continuing 

education process is a meaningful one for purposes of credentialing in the field of 

nurse anesthesia and for the highest quality of patient safety and patient care. 

These Standards and Criteria form the basis of the processes and 

procedures used to evaluate applications for approval of CE credits. The 

AANA CE Department and the CE Committee work together to approve 

programs that are appropriate for the continuing education and 

recertification of CRNAs. All applicants must adhere to the 

following Standards and Criteria. 

Standard I: Official Application 

Providers of CE for CRNAs who request approval from the AANA must 

submit an application via the AANA CE Portal. 

Criteria 

A. Applications for prior approval must include the following: 

1. Application fee 

2. Date and location of CE activity 

3. CE credits (contact hours) requested 

4. Purpose/Goal(s) 

5. Planning 

6. Needs assessment/target audience 

7. Learner objectives 

8. Content 



9. Assessment of Learning 

10. Teaching methods 

11. Faculty 

12. Physical facilities/resources 

1 3. Recordkeeping 

14. Certificate of completion 

15. Evaluation 

B. Applications for nonprior approval must include all required 

documentation as specified on the form. 

C. CE activities must be appropriate for CRNAs and their 

recertification process. 

Standard II: Purpose/Goals 

Eligible CE activities support and promote quality CE for CRNAs. The 

program's statement of purpose must include information to 

substantiate this standard. The purpose/goal(s) is a statement of the 

"what" and the "why" of the activity. 

Criteria 

A. The overall intent for whom, what and why of the CE activity 

must be described. 

B. The statement of purpose must describe how the CE activity will 

enhance the quality of care provided by nurse anesthetists. 

Standard Ill: Planning 

A planning process for developing, implementing, and evaluating the 

CE activity must be in place. 

Criteria 

A. The program coordinator responsible for planning and 

implementing the CE activity must be identified. It is 

recommended that the program coordinator be a CRNA or a 

registered nurse. 

B. The curriculum vitae's of the program coordinator and members 

of the planning committee must be available upon request. 

C. The provider must comply with the requirements published in the 

CE Program. 
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Standard IV: Needs Assessment/Target Audience 

The CE activity must have been developed on the basis of a 

documented need of the potential target audience. 

Criteria 

A. The target audience(s) for the CE activity must be identified. 

B. The method by which the need for the CE activity was assessed 

and validated must be described. 

Standard V: Learner Objectives 

Learner objectives for the CE activity must be stated in behavioral 

terms (and MUST be measurable). 

Criteria 

A. Objectives must flow from the purpose/goal and be consistent with the 

identified needs of the target audience. 

B. Objectives must clearly define expected outcomes for the learner. 

C. Objectives must be stated in behavioral terms that are measurable, so that 

the learner can readily assess the achievement of each objective. 

Standard VI: Content 

The content provides knowledge, skills, and abilities, beyond the basic 

level for preparation of CRNAs, while being mindful of the need to 

periodically relearn, refresh, or update those basic competencies or to 

adapt them to new practice situations or settings. 

Criteria 

A. The content must not only meet the needs of the participants but also 

support current practice for CRNAs in education, administration, research, 

or clinical practice. 

B. The content must flow from learner objectives. 

C. The content must be described in outline form, and an hourly schedule 

of the content must be set forth to include presentations, meals, breaks, 

etc. The provider must submit sufficient description of proposed content 

to allow adequate appraisal of its relevance and value to nurse anesthesia. 

D . The time allotted for the CE activity must be consistent with the learner 

objectives and appropriate to the content being presented. 



E. Provider-Directed Independent Study providers: For all PDIS 

programs to be in line with the MAC program, vendors need to 

submit content outlines and objectives with their applications. 

Programs may be audited one year after the program start date 

to be sure of compliance with all PDIS requirements. 

Standard VII: Assessment 

The program provider will implement a method, appropriate for the 

specific learning activity, to assess learner engagement and the 

effectiveness of learning. The goal of this assessment will be to identify 

how participation in the activity informed and/or improved the 

learner's practice. Program providers should address their selection of 

assessment type/format as well as explain how it supports the learning 

objectives for the activity. 

Criteria 

A. The assessment method must not only meet the needs of the 

participants but also support current practice for CRNAs in education, 

administration, research, or clinical practice. 

B. Assessment methods must support and facilitate learner engagement 

and maximize the achievement of identified objectives. 

C. The assessment for the CE activity must be consistent with the learner 

objectives and appropriate to the content being presented. 

D. The minimum acceptable form of assessment that identifies how the 

learning activity informs and/or improves practice is self-assessment 

using a defined 5-point Likert scale or higher form of measurement. 

Standard VIII: Teaching Methods 

Teaching methods must be consistent with the content and learner 

objectives and reflect the use of adult principles of learning which are 

explained in the glossary of terms at the end of this publication. 

Criteria 

A. Teaching methods must support and facilitate learning and maximize 

the achievement of identified objectives. 

B. The program coordinator must explain how adult principles of learning 

are reflected in the teaching methods. 
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Standard IX: Faculty 

The faculty members for the CE activity must deliver content in an 

area in which they have knowledge and expertise and must take an 

active part in planning their presentations. 

Criteria 

A. The program coordinator must describe how the faculty 

members participate in planning their presentations. 

B. The program coordinator must submit the name, title, and 

credentials that identify the educational/academic preparation 

and professional qualifications of each faculty member; 

curriculum vitaes must be provided upon request. 

C. If requested, curriculum vitae information must validate faculty 

members' content expertise and experience in the subject matter. 

Standard X: Learning Environment/Resources 

The educational environment for the CE activity must be suitable in 

terms of teaching methods, environmental comfort, and target 

audience accessibility. Resources allocated for the CE activity must be 

adequate to provide for a quality CE effort. 

Criteria 

A. The program coordinator must describe the learning environment and 

its suitability. 

B. The program coordinator must describe the human, financial, and 

material resources that will be used to implement a quality CE activity. 

Standard XI: Recordkeeping 

Criteria 

A. The provider must maintain the following information: 

1. needs assessment 

2. target audience 

3. purpose 

4. planning committee 

5. learner objectives 

6. content 



7. faculty 

8. teaching methods 

9. evaluation of learning activity 

10. assessment of learning 

11. title, date, and site of activity 

12. name of the person responsible for coordinating and implementing 

the activity (program coordinator) 

13. participant roster, with names, AANA ID numbers, and addresses 

of participants 

14. summary of participant evaluations 

15. the number of CE credits (contact hours) awarded to each participant 

16. verification of participation process and a copy of the certificate awarded 

17. marketing materials 

18. co-provider/sponsor agreement (if applicable) 

19. documentation, if commercially supported, of how program integrity is 

maintained and proof of disclaimers or declarations regarding vested 

interest/conflict of interest by each presenter 

B. This information must be stored securely and be retrievable for at least 

60 months. 

Standard XII: Verification of Participation 

All participants must receive a certificate of completion that verifies 

their participation in or attendance at the CE activity. 

Criteria 

A. The certificate of completion must include the following 

information: 

1. name of participant 

2. AANA ID number 

3. title of CE activity 

4. date of activity 

5. city and state for location of CE activity if applicable 

6. AANA code number and expiration date 

13 
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7. number of MAC Ed CE credits approved by AANA 

8. number of MAC Ed CE credits (contact hours) awarded to the individual 

9. name, city and state of program provider 

10. signature of provider to verify completion 

11. California Board of Registered Nursing (CABRN) provider statement 

If the program provider does not have a CABRN number, the following 

AANA CABRN statement may be used. "AANA is an approved provider 

by the California Board of Registered Nursing, CEP #10862." 

B. Following the completion of the educational program, the program 

coordinator must report the CRNA participant's CE credits into the CE portal. 

Standard XIII: Learner Assessment 

and Program Evaluation 

There must be a clearly defined method of evaluating the CE activity 

and all participants should be solicited for participation in the 

evaluation process. Upon request, evidence of completed evaluations 

may need to be submitted in order to prove provider compliance with 

the evaluation requirement. 

Criteria 

A. The program coordinator must submit an assessment/evaluation 

instrument that includes an appraisal of the following: 

1. the learner's achievement of each objective 

2. the teaching effectiveness of each program faculty member/presenter 

3. the relevance of content to objectives 

4. the effectiveness of teaching methods 

5. the appropriateness of physical facilities and/or online learning mechanism 

6. the achievement of personal objectives by the learner 

7. state one item learned that will improve the participant's nurse 

anesthesia practice 

8. state barriers to implement what is learned 

B. The program coordinator must state how planners and learners 

participated in the evaluation and how the results will be used. 



Standard XIV: Testing 

Testing to validate learning is an option for any type of continuing 

education engagement, at the discretion of the program provider. 

Testing is mandated, however, only for Provider Directed Independent 

Study (PDIS) programs, which are defined as learning activities where 

there is a separation in time and/or space between the learner and the 

CE provider. PDIS programs are self-paced learning activities 

developed for individual use in which the participant receives program 

materials through the mail, or digitally, and completes the required 

activity outside a formal, organized learning environment. 

Criteria 

A. All applicants for PDIS programs must submit the following with 

regard to testing: 

1. A statement that describes the testing mechanism and feedback for 

the learner. 

2. A statement that the passing score is at least 80%. 

3. A statement that there is no retesting for participants who score less 

than 80% on programs unless the programs are computer interactive 

or administered on a website with multiple testing opportunities. 

4. If the programs are computer interactive or administered on a website 

with multiple testing opportunities, the program provider may allow 

for no more than three testing attempts per PDIS course, with no more 

than 50% of identical questions delivered across attempts. 

5. A minimum of one (1) learner objective and number of test questions 

for amount of CE credit requested as identified below: 

• one (1) learner objective and five (5) test questions for each whole 

CE credit requested 

• one (1) learner objective and two (2) test questions for a quarter 

(.25) of a CE credit requested 

• one (1) learner objective and three (3) test questions for a half 

(.50) of a CE credit requested 

• one (1) learner objective and four (4) test questions for three­

fourths (.75) of a CE credit requested 

6. Although CE credit is awarded based on the number of objectives and 

test questions, each full CE credit requires on average, 60 minutes to 

complete which includes the post-test and evaluation. Partial CE credit 

in .25 increments requires at least 15 minutes to complete. 
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General Information 

Requirement for Continuing Education 

Educational content should be evidenced-based whenever possible, 

currently accepted in practice and periodically reviewed and revised 

to ensure relevance. The CE requirement established by the AANA 

is one of the criteria required for the recertification of CRNAs as set 

forth in the Maintaining Anesthesia Certification (MAC) Programs by 

the NBCRNA. 

The NBCRNA requires 60 hours of MAC Ed credits over a 4-year MAC 

cycle. MAC Ed credits are earned from assessed continuing education. 

An assessment can take many forms, such as multiple choice 

questions, simulation, demonstrations, case studies, 

or self-assessment. 

Assessment Method. Program providers should address their selection 

of assessment type/format as well and explain how it supports the 

learning objectives for the activity. Provide a description of the 

assessment method that will be used to measure the level of learning 

attained in the program. Examples include: skills check-off, discussion 

or question/answer session, or post-test. If an assessment instrument 

is used, a copy must be provided with the prior-approval application. 

Criteria 

A. The assessment method must not only meet the needs of the 

participants but also support current practice for CRNAs in 

education, administration, research, or clinical practice. 

B. Assessment methods must support and facilitate learner engagement 

and maximize the achievement of identified objectives. 

C. The assessment for the CE activity must be consistent with the 

learner objectives and appropriate to the content being presented. 



D. The minimum acceptable form of assessment identifies how the 

learning activity forms and/or improves practice is self-assessment. 

For a complete description of the Maintaining Anesthesia Certification 

(MAC) Program, please refer to the NBCRNA at nbcrna.com/certification­

programs/mac. 

Content 

The content of CE activities for both prior and nonprior approval must 

be directly related to nurse anesthesia and relevant to one of the four 

areas of nurse anesthesia practice: Education, administration (work as 

an administrator), research, or clinical practice. 

The content provides knowledge, skills, and abilities, beyond the basic 

level for preparation of CRNAs, while being mindful of the need to 

periodically relearn, refresh, or update those basic competencies or 

to adapt them to new practice situations or settings. 

The CE provider or CRNA applying for either prior or nonprior 

approval must demonstrate clearly how a specific activity relates to 

the knowledge, skills, and abilities in nurse anesthesia education, 

administration, research, or clinical practice. This can be achieved by 

using the program description, objectives, or content outline. Sufficient 

information must be submitted by the provider or CRNA for review. 

Program content must demonstrate its usefulness in terms of the 

CRNA's anesthesia practice. For example, a course in educational 

methodology may be appropriate for a CRNA who is teaching in a 

nurse anesthesia program, whereas a course in management, 

supervision or administration of an anesthesia department may 

be appropriate for a CRNA who has administrative responsibilities. 

Applications for approval that contain content that may not appear to 

be relevant to nurse anesthesia must include a description that clearly 

indicates the relevance of the topic to improving the practice of 

anesthesia. This description may be requested for any program at the 

discretion of the CE Department or CE Committee. Additionally, 

a description of the entire program content may be requested for 

review. Decisions about approval of such content are made on an 

individual basis and are based on the same criteria as are currently 

applied to traditional CE activities, including documentation of learner 

objectives, content, teaching methods, and evaluation. 

17 
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Pharmacology and Therapeutics Content 

The CE Provider submitting programs containing pharmacology and 

therapeutics content may request pharmacology designated credit when 

applying for AANA prior approval. Along with the core content requirements as 

mentioned in the Content section, pharmacology content will provide a means 

to integrate advanced knowledge of pharmacology, pharmacokinetics, 

and pharmacodynamics content across the lifespan and prepare the CRNA 

to initiate appropriate pharmacotherapeutics safely and effectively. 

Examples of pharmacology content eligible for credit include the following: 

• drug specific information 

• safe prescribing practices 

• safe medication administration 

• prescribing methodologies 

• new regulations 

Learner objectives provided for pharmacology content must explicitly 

identify how the content will meet the learning objectives. An example of 

a pharmacology learner objective is, "Develop pharmacologic measures 

for administration to reverse neuromuscular blockade to industry 

standards and best practices." 

Presenters of pharmacology content must have content expertise 

in pharmacology. 

When a program is prior approved with a pharmacology credit 

designation, the Certificate of Completion must include the following 

designation statement: 

The American Association of Nurse Anesthesiology 

designates this program as meeting the criteria for up to 

XX CE credits in Pharmacology & Therapeutics. 

Disclaimer: There are education programs that were prior approved for 

continuing education credit (CE) that do not have explicit Pharmacology 

credit designated by AANA, as the programs were either approved before 

AANA began designating pharmacology credit or the program provider 

opted to not apply for pharmacology credit. If the CRNA is required to 

submit Pharmacology CE for authority to prescribe and the program does 

not appear in the Pharmacology CE field on their AANA CE transcript, 

the CRNA should verify with their Board of Nursing that it will accept 

pharmacology content that is approved for CE from the program description 

to meet the requirements for renewal of authority to prescribe licensure. 



Pain Management Content 

The CE Provider submitting programs containing Pain Management content 

(inclusive of but not limited to acute surgical pain management, non-surgical pain 

management, chronic pain management) may request Pain Management 

designated credit when applying for AANA prior approval. Along with the core 

content requirements as mentioned in the Content section, Pain Management 

content will provide a means to integrate advanced knowledge of assessment, 

diagnosis, treatment and procedural safety involved in Pain Management 

therapies/procedures to prepare the CRNA to initiate appropriate Pain 

Management therapies safely and effectively throughout the lifespan. This content 

area should be developed to maintain and improve the knowledge, competency, 

and performance in the science and practice of the CRNA who provides care to 

patients with acute/surgical pain and/or chronic/nonsurgical pain. 

Examples of pain management content eligible for credit include the following: 

• Clinical Practice Guidelines related to pain management 

• Current research findings related to pain management, pharmacology, 

anatomy and physiology 

• Latest technologies and techniques related to pain management 

• Concepts related to regional anesthesia and/or pain management therapies 

in the clinical setting 

• Legal, ethical, and professional issues related to surgical and/or non-surgical 

pain management 

• Psychosocial, spiritual, and cultural aspects of pain management 

• Non-allopathic considerations for pain management 

• Assessment and evaluation of the patient with acute surgical pain and/or 

chronic pain 

• Foundations of initiating an acute pain service 

• Business fundamentals in acute and/or chronic pain management 

Acceptable activities and support materials include the following: 

• Presentations (in person or virtual) 

• Research abstracts/posters 

• Journal access 

• Consensus guidelines 

• Video tutorials 

• Simulation/Cadaver Labs 
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Learner objectives provided for pain management content must explicitly 

identify how the content will meet the learning objectives. Course/Activity 

objectives should use a general format, clearly stating the intended, measurable 

outcomes. The following are examples of a pain management learner objectives: 

Describe and develop clinical practice measures for use of regional 

anesthesia in orthopedic surgery to industry standards and best practices. 

In the simulated setting, demonstrate competence in the performance of 

advanced techniques of regional anesthesia. 

Describe the psychosocial and cultural aspects of pain management among 

different groups of patients within the geographical area of Southwestern 

United States. 

Create the basic elements of a business plan for establishing an acute 

and/or chronic pain service. 

Presenters of pain management content must have content expertise in the 

specified aspect of pain management topic designated for the continuing 

education. Examples of content expertise include, but are not limited to, recent 

experience lecturing on the topic area, completion of a fellowship in acute/chronic 

pain management, and active sub-specialty certification in Non-Surgical Pain 

Management (NSPM) from the NBCRNA. 

When a program is prior approved with a Pain Management credit designation, 

the Certificate of Completion must include the following designation statement: 

The American Association of Nurse Anesthesiology designates this program 

as meeting the criteria for up to XX CE credits in Pain Management. 

Disclaimer: There are education programs that were prior approved for 

continuing education credit (CE) that do not have explicit Pain Management 

credit designated by AANA, as the programs were either approved before AANA 

began designating pain management credit or the program provider opted to not 

apply for Pain Management credit. If the CRNA is required to submit Pain 

Management CE for authority to perform pain management therapies/procedures 

and the program does not appear in the Pain Management CE field on their AANA 

CE transcript, the CRNA should verify with their Board of Nursing or regulatory 

body, it will accept Pain Management content approved for CE from the program 

description to meet the requirements for renewal of authority to perform Pain 

Management therapies/procedures. 



Use of Course Materials Outside of a 

Provider Directed Independent Study 

Course materials should support the continuing education experience. 

Continuing education credit is not available for programs in which an individual 

watches movies, listens to presentations via recordings, or any other non­

interactive media where faculty is not available to interact with the participant, 

provide technical information and answer content specific questions. The 

materials may not take the place of an in-person lecturer and are not approved 

by themselves for continuing education credit. 

Distance learning activities can include, but are not limited to: 

Synchronous and asynchronous webinars and teleconferences that are 

interactive. Other educational content may be eligible for CE credit approval 

based on the learners ability to evidence participation, and if required, the 

successful completion of an end of activity assessment/test as defined later in 

this document. 

Learner Objectives 

Learner objectives form the basis for determining the content of the CE activity. 

These objectives must be stated in behavioral terms and deal with attributes of 

the learner that can be measured. Objectives are messages from the instructor to 

the participant that specify the proficiency the participant should be able to 

demonstrate. An example of a learner objective is, "At the conclusion of this 

activity, the CRNA will be able to list the physical properties of three new muscle 

relaxants." All educational content must have a minimum of one associated 

learner objective for each 60 minutes of content. For content less than 60 

minutes, one learner objective is required per topic. 

Contact Time 

The terms "CE credit" and "contact hour" are used interchangeably; one CE 

credit equals one contact hour (60 minutes). The definition used for "CE credit" 

by AANA is consistent with the definition of "contact hour" used by the 

American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC). Calculations for credits are 

rounded down to the nearest quarter credit. Continuing education units (CEUs), 

continuing medical education credits (CMEs), or CE points (CEPs) are not used 

for a prior approval designation in the AANA CE Program, and are not 

interchangeable with the terms contact hour or CE credit. 
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Continuing Education Transcripts 

The CE transcript is a computer-generated record that reflects the nurse 

anesthetist's CE activities that have been recorded. For prior-approved CE 

activities, it contains the provider's name, title of program, code number, date 

of activity, number of MAC Ed CE credits earned, and number of AANA 

designated pharmacology credits earned. For nonprior approved CE activities, 

relevant information is included. 

AANA members can view CE credits and print a transcript for their current 

4-year MAC cycle, or any range of selected dates on the AANA website at 

www.aana.com. 

Recordkeeping Services 

The AANA maintains records of CE credits for its members. At the end 

of the member's 4-year MAC cycle, the AANA forwards documentation of 

accumulated MAC Ed CE and MAC Dev credits to the NBCRNA. The CRNA 

mustbe a current member of the AANA in order to transfer CE documentation 

to the NBCRNA for CRNAs. 

Notice of Action Regarding CE Program 

During the review of an application submitted for approval, areas that would 

seriously impede approval may be identified. If this occurs, the provider or 

individual will be advised of the opportunity to revise their application so as 

to address these problems. 

This represents an opportunity for providers or individuals to resolve 

problems and bring their CE activity into compliance with the CE Standards. 

If the provider or individual does not wish to work with the CE Committee, 

they may revise their application and submit revisions to the CE Department. 

Written materials will be submitted to the CE Committee for decision. If the 

provider or individual chooses not to participate in a conference or submit 

additional written materials, the CE Committee will make its final decision 

based on the information submitted at the time of the original application. 

Alternatively, a provider or individual can request to appear before the CE 

Committee at one of their regularly scheduled meetings. If their request is 

approved, any costs for attending a CE Committee meeting or presenting 

additional written materials are the responsibility of the provider or individual. 

https://www.aana.com


The AANA C E  Department  sha l l  not i fy the a pp l icant  of the dec i s ion  

regard ing  a pprova l of the a pp l ica nt 's C E  progra m .  I f  a pprova l for C E  cred i t  of 

the  a pp l ica nt 's CE program was den ied ,  in pa rt o r  in fu l l ,  the  not ice w i l l  

b r ief ly state the reasons fo r the  den ia l  and  w i l l  a dv ise the  a pp l icant  of the  

r i ght to seek recons ide rat ion  by the C E  Comm ittee .  

Recons i derat ion  

A n  app l icant  may request recons ide rat ion  of a C E  dec i s ion  by f i l i ng a req uest fo r 

recons ide rat ion  w i th  the  AANA C E  Department w i th i n  30 days afte r the ma i l i ng 

to the app l icant  of the  den ia l  of a pprova l for a l l  o r  pa rt of a p rogra m .  

T h e  a pp l icant  s h a l l  prov ide t h e  C E  Committee w i t h  t h e  reasons t hat the  

app l icant  be l ieves t hat the  den ia l  of approva l was i na pprop r iate a n d/or a 

desc r i pt ion  of mod if icat ions made to the prog ra m to co rrect any  c i ted 

def i c i enc ies .  The a pp l icant  may appear  befo re the C E  Committee,  or  may 

s u b m i t  wr i tten mater i a l s  to address the  i dent i f ied prob lem a reas .  

The C E  Commi ttee w i l l  not i fy the  app l icant  of i ts  dec i s ion  rega rd i n g  

recons ide rat ion  o f  t h e  den ia l  of the  app l icant 's  C E  prog ra m .  I f  the C E  

Committee aff i rms the den ia l  o f  t h e  app l icant 's  C E  p rogra m ,  t h e  not ice w i l l  

b r ief ly state the reasons fo r aff i r m i n g  the den ia l  and  w i l l  a dv ise the  a pp l icant  

of the r i ght to appea l  the dec i s ion  to the  Cont i n u i n g  Educat ion Appea ls  Pane l  

( C EAP) .  The app l icant  may a p pea l  an a dverse dete rm i nat ion  on ly  after  (a)  the  

app l icant  has fi l ed  a t i me ly  req uest fo r recons ide rat ion ,  a n d  (b)  the  Cont i n u i n g  

Educat ion Committee ( C E C )  h a s  aff i rmed i t s  i n i t i a l  dec i s ion  t o  d e n y  a pprova l .  

Appea l 

Appe l late review of a n  adve rse dete rm i nat ion of the  C E  Committee i s  i n i t iated 

by the a pp l ica nt 's wr i tten not ice of a p pea l  w h i c h  i s  fi l ed  at  the fo l low ing  address :  

C h ief  Exec ut ive Officer ,  Amer ican  Assoc iat ion  of N u rse Anesthes io logy,  

10275 W .  H i g g i ns Road ,  S u ite 500,  Rose mont ,  I L  6001 8 .  The not ice m ust be f i l ed  

w i th in  30 days  after  the C E  Comm ittee's ma i l i ng to the  a pp l icant  of the C E  

Comm ittee's recons iderat ion  dete r m i nat ion  a n d  m ust s pec i fy whether  a n  o ra l  

presentat ion  i s  req uested .  I n  add i t ion ,  the not ice m ust s pec i fy the grounds for 

the a ppea l .  A not ice of a p pea l  m ust be acco mpan ied  by a f i l i ng fee i n  the  

a m o u nt of $500,  paya b le  to the  Amer ican  Assoc iat ion  of N u rse Anesthes io logy .  

The scope of appe l late review is l i m i ted to the  i n fo rmat ion and  doc u m e nts 

presented to the CE Committee at the t i me of i ts de l i be rat ions and  the 

re nder i n g  of i ts  dec is ions .  Fa i l u re to fi l e  a not ice of appea l  i n  the manner  

prov ided i n  the  a ppea l  doc u ment  i s  deemed to  be  a wa iver  of the app l ica nt 's 

r i ght to a ppea l .  I f  affi rmed by the C EA P, the  den ia l  becomes f i na l ;  i f  a n n u l led ,  

the  C E  Committee w i l l  rev iew the p rogra m  i n  accordance w i th  the  dec i s ion  of  

the  C EAP.  The C EA P  can not awa rd a p prova l .  
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Appe l late act ions  taken by the C EA P  w i l l  be cons i dered by the Cont i n u i ng 

Educat ion Committee no later  than  its next reg u l a r ly  sc hedu led  meet i ng  after  

the  date of the  report fro m the C EAP.  

Statement of Confident i a l i ty 

The Amer ican  Assoc iat ion  of N u rse Anesthes io logy w i l l  t reat as conf i dent ia l ,  

non-pub l i c  i nformat ion co nta i ned i n  re ports ,  records,  or  othe r mater i a l s  rece ived 

o r  generated by the AANA's C E  Co m m i ttee in connect ion with the  a p p rova l 

process fo r C E  c red i t .  Noth i n g  co nta i ned i n  th i s  po l icy s h a l l  be deemed to 

prevent the AANA fro m i ss u i n g  a statement  descr i b i n g  a n  approved app l icant  o r  

prog ra m and  i n d icat i n g  that  the app l icant  or  p rogra m  has obta i ned C E  approva l ,  

nor  t o  p revent the  A A N A  from m a k i n g  doc u m e nts ava i l a b le  t o  the  Cont i n u i ng 

Educat ion Appea ls  Pa ne l  i n  the  eve nt  of a n  a p pea l .  

Newly  Cert i f i ed N u rse Anesthet i sts 

New g rad uates of a n u rse a nesthes ia  prog ra m who rece ive a pass i n g  score o n  the  

Nat iona l  Cert i f icat ion  Exa m a d m i n istered by the N BC R NA, w i l l  be e n ro l le d  i n to the  

M a i nt a i n i ng Anesthes ia  Cert i f icat ion  ( MAC) Prog ra m .  

T h e  MAC Program supports l i fe long lea rn ing a n d  the strong C R N A  credent ia l ,  

protect ing your  ab i l i ty to conti nue pract ic ing as a CRNA, and is des igned to meet the 

APRN regu latory requ i rements of every state Board of N urs ing .  MAC is a four-year 

program and has three components:  MAC Ed, MAC Dev and MAC Check, wh ich is a 

se lf-paced, dynamic  on l i ne p latform that uses a long i tud ina l  assessment approach .  

Re-entry Prog ra m 

The Re-e ntry Progra m  i s  a se lf-d i rected p rogram for C R NAs whose cert i f icat ion  

a n d/o r l i cense o r  autho r ity to pract ice n u rse a nesthes ia  has la psed fo r fo u r  o r  

more yea rs and  who w ish  to reesta b l is h  t h e i r  e l i g i b i l i ty for cert if icat ion a n d  

reenter n u rse a nesthes ia  pract ice .  T h e  Re-entry Program i s  ava i l a b le  to a C R N A  

who h a s  lost the i r  cert i f icat ion  fo r less than  fo u r  yea rs i f  that  loss was a res u l t  of 

fa i l i ng to comp ly  w i th  a ny of the  re newal  compone nts on or  before the  end  of 

t h e i r  re newal  cyc le .  The Re-entry Program p rov ides the  o pportun i ty for a C R N A  

to obta i n  c u rrent knowledge and  s k i l l s  necessary fo r safe n u rse a nesthes ia  

pract ice and  ena b les the  CRNA to resto re t h e i r  e l i g i b i l i ty fo r cert i f icat ion .  

Req u i rements of  the  Re-e ntry Progra m  a re s pec if ied by the N BC RNA 

at  www . N BCR NA.co m . 

https://www.NBCRNA.com


Prior Approva l Process 

The pr ior  approval  process i s  used to rev iew a pp l icat ions  and award MAC 

Ed C E  c red i t  i n  a dvance of a prog ra m's i m p lementat ion and  content 

de l ivery .  Pr ior  approval  by the AANA s i g n i f ies t hat a C E  act iv i ty  has bee n 

rev iewed,  has met s pec i f ic  Sta ndards  a n d  has been awa rded MAC Ed C E  

cred i t  befo re its actua l p rese ntat ion .  I n  add i t ion ,  the prov ider  i s  o b l i gated to 

assume ce rta i n  respons i b i l i t i es  for recordkeep ing  and  reco rd i n g  atte ndance .  

The p rogram content  m ust be cons is tent  w i th  the  overa l l  p u rpose a n d  goa ls  

of AANA's CE Prog ra m .  

Types of Cont i n u i ng Ed ucat ion  Act iv i t ies 

C E  act iv i t ies  t hat a re e l i g i b l e  fo r pr ior  approva l m ust be d i rect ly  re levant to the 

pract ice of a nesthes ia  in  at least one of fo u r  ways:  educat ion ,  a d m i n istrat ion ,  

resea rc h ,  o r  c l i n i ca l  pract ice .  Such act iv i t ies  a l so m ust re late to p rofess iona l  

g rowth and  p ro mote qua l i ty a nesthes ia  ca re .  Act iv i t ies  t hat a re acce pta b le  fo r 

approva l i nc l ude :  

A.  Ed ucat iona l  Programs.  An educat ional  act iv ity is a p lanned, organ ized ser ies 

of sess ions (educat ional  offer ings) that have a common theme and a n  overa l l  

purpose . The programs may va ry i n  length ,  but they a re usua l ly  a one-t ime 

presentat ion .  They may be organ ized and del ive red by i nd iv idua ls ,  associat ions 

or  organ izat ions at the loca l ,  state,  reg iona l ,  or  nat ional  leve l .  

Tours .  C E  cred i t  w i l l  b e  awarded o n l y  for the lecture/d iscussion port ion o f  a tour .  

I t  does not i nc l ude other tour a rrangeme nts such as observat ions,  or  a physical  

wal k-through of a hospita l  or  any other hea lth fac i l i ty.  

Poster Sess ions .  Poster sessions are e l ig i b le  for cont inu ing  educat ion (CE) credit  

and can be categor ized as assessed C E  cred its ( MAC Ed) if  the pr ior approva l 

app l icat ion meets the sta ndards for Assessment (Standard V I I )  and Eva l uat ion 

(Sta ndard X I I I )  and fo l lowing cr iter ia a re met: 

• C Es can be awarded for poster sess ions that focus on or ig ina l  

research or  evide nce-based pract ice; 

• Poster sess ions m ust be one hour i n  length at a m in imum,  

and have a m in imum of 10  posters pe r sched uled hour ;  

• For exam ple :  a poster sess ion that is sched uled for three hours 

and has a tota l of 50 posters w i l l  be awarded 3 C E  credits ;  

• Another example :  a poster sess ion sched uled for three hours 

and has a tota l of 25 posters w i l l  be awarded 2 .5 C E  c red its .  
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B.  l nservice Programs. An i nservice act iv ity is a p lanned,  ongoing 

educat ional  program provided by an  em ployer, usua l ly  he ld on 

a regu lar  basis and i ntended to assist the CRNA i n  acqu i r ing ,  

ma inta i n i ng,  and increasi ng competence i n  fu lfi l l i ng ass igned 

responsi b i l i t ies specif ic to the expectat ions of that employer .  

An i nservice approved for MAC Ed C E  cred i t  IS  NOT 

a depa rtmenta l  or ientat ion or  po l icy review meeti ng .  

C .  Provider-D i rected I ndependent Study. I ndependent study is a self­

paced asynchronous lea rn ing act iv ity developed for i nd iv idua l  use 

in wh ich the part ic i pant rece ives program mater ia ls  through the ma i l  

or  v ia compute r and completes the requ i red act iv ity outs ide a formal  

organ ized lea rn ing env i ronment .  Provider-d i rected i ndependent 

study is a lso known as a n  endur ing act iv ity .  Each learn ing act iv ity 

subm itted for C E  approval is eva l uated i nd iv idua l ly  to determine the 

number  of credits i t  wi l l  receive.  Th is  is  i nc l us ive of d istance learn ing 

opt ions (e .g . ,  on- l i ne ,  teleconference ed ucat ion and self-di rected 

study opt ions) .  Content recorded during  a hybr id meet ing to be 

offered at a later date w i l l  be c lassif ied as PD IS  and must be 

approved as th is  category. 

D. Response Generated Content. The AANA encourages i nnovat ion in C E  

prog ra m i ng with the u nderstand ing  that there is compl iance with the 

m in imum sta ndards of c lear ly art icu lated lea rn ing objectives, 

assessment and prog ra m eva l uat ion .  Approva ls for non-trad it iona l  

prov ider d i rected i ndependent stud ies with des ign focused on response 

generated content may be made with the approva l of the Cont inu ing 

Educat ion Comm ittee on a n  app l icat ion by app l icat ion bas is .  

E .  S imu lat ion .  S imu lat ion exercises provide the CRNA with the 

opportun ity to expe rience c ri t ica l  c l i n ica l  s i tuat ions,  such as 

ma l ignant hype rthermia or  the d ifficu l t  a i rway, i n  an  env i ronment 

that does not threaten patient safety. Each prog ra m submitted for 

C E  approval is eva l uated i nd iv idua l ly  to determine the number  of 

credits it w i l l  receive. 

F .  Recorded Webinars he ld Sync hronously .  Recorded we binars he ld 

synchronously a re sched uled i nteract ive recorded webinar  programs 

that a re com pleted on l i ne outs ide of a formal  learn ing e nv i ronment 

with a l ive moderator who is a content expert.  



Appl i cat ion  S u bm i ss ion  

Prov iders a re encouraged to subm i t  a p p l icat ions ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  s u pport i ng  

mate r i a l ,  at least  90 days before the  fi rst date o f  p resentat ion .  A l though  the 90-

day  s u b m iss ion  per iod i s  not  ma ndatory,  i t  a l lows t ime  for process ing ,  

co rrect ions ,  a n d  advance pub l ic i ty .  I f  a p rogra m  i s  subm itted less than  30 days 

pr ior to the  sched u led date,  a late fee w i l l  be assessed .  

The a p p l icat ion  fo r pr ior  a pprova l a n d  g u i d e l i nes a re ava i la b le  on 

www.aana .com/ceporta l . 

Fees 

The CE fees a re ava i l a b le i n  the C E  Porta l .  Payment  i s  the  f i na l  step i n  the  

app l icat ion p rocess before the  app l icat ion i s  subm itted fo r review.  The fee i s  

no n-transferab le  a n d  non-refu ndab le  i f  i t  i s  dete rm i ned that  the  a pp l icat ion  does 

not meet the  C E  req u i re me nts o r  i f  the  prov ider  w i thdraws the a pp l i cat ion .  

App l i cat ion  Process i ng 

App l icat ions fo r AANA pr ior  a pprova l a re rev iewed thorough ly  and  m ust be 

a p proved before a u n i que prog ra m code n u m be r  i s  ass igned .  Prov iders may 

check the status of the i r  a pp l icat ion  in  the  CE Porta l .  

I f  a n  app l icat ion i s  i ncom plete,  a request w i l l  be sent  to the  prov ider  for 

add i t iona l  i nformat ion  w i t h i n  30 bus i ness days fro m the date the a pp l icat ion  

was subm itted .  No add i t iona l  process i n g  w i l l  be undertaken unt i l  a l l  m i ss i ng  

mater i a l s  a re received and  the a pp l icat ion  is complete .  Pr ior  approva l w i l l  not be 

awarded u n t i l  the app l icat ion i s  com plete and  reviewed.  

Pr ior  Approva l Not i f i cat ion  

The not i f icat ion  t hat a C E  act iv i ty  has been awarded pr io r  approval  conta i ns the 

AANA pr ior  a p p rova l state ment,  the  p rov ider' s  reco rd keep ing  respons i b i l i t ies ,  

pa rt i c i pat ion  record ing  i nstruct ions ,  a n d  a l l  other  i nfo rmat ion pert i nent  to the 

a p prova l .  

Pr ior  approva l i s  g ra nted on ly  for the  date(s) (or  date ra nge) of the 

prese ntat ion(s)  the prov ider  i n d icates o n  the  app l icat ion .  The CE act iv ity may 

not be prese nted at a ny other  t ime  u n less the C E  Department i s  not i f ied o r  

approva l i s  g ra nted befo re the add i t iona l  prese ntat ion  i s  de l ivere d .  I f  pr ior  

approva l i s  g ra nted for a Hybr id  Sess ion  ( both i n  person a n d  v i rtua l  atte nda nce i s  

a l lowed) a n d  the sess ion  i s  recorded fo r v iew ing  at  a later  date/t ime  i t  fa l l s  under  

the  Prov ider  D i rected I ndependent  Study  (PD IS)  category .  

C E  act iv i t ies  t hat rece ive pr ior  approval  a re ass ig ned a u n i q u e  code n u m be r  for 

use by the prov ider  on ly  fo r the date(s) a n d  n u m be r  of C E  c re d its spec i f ied o n  27 
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the  app l icat ion .  I f  the prov ider  has a C E  p rogram a pproved for a yea r a n d  i t  i s  

offe red m u l t ip l e  t i mes,  the  attendees can rece ive the  max i m u m  n u m be r  of 

c red i ts  on ly  one t i m e .  The code n u m be r  m ust a p pear  on a l l  promot iona l  

mater ia l s ,  cert i f icates of complet ion ,  comp let ion records,  and  corresponde nce 

sent  to AANA's CE Department .  CE programs cannot be offe red u nder  the 

p rov ider' s  code n u mber  once i t  has exp i red .  The exact a p p rova l l a nguage 

p rov ided by the AANA C E  Depa rtment  m ust be used when advert i s i ng  o r  

p romot ing  a ny AANA pr ior  a p proved progra m .  That  l a n g uage a ppea rs i n  a 

fo l lowi n g  sect ion  t i t l ed  Pr ior  A pprova l State ment ,  as  we l l  as  i n  the pr ior  

a p p rova l not ice the  p rogram prov ider  rece ives afte r the  p rogra m  has 

been approved .  

When  a prog ra m rece ives AANA pr ior  a p prova l ,  the  p rovi der  assu mes 

certa i n  res po n s i b i l i t ies  fo r ente r i n g  C R NA's C E  c red i ts  i nto the C E  Porta l at 

www.aana .com/ce porta l , w h i c h  a re t ra nsfe r red to the C R NA's MAC transcr i pt ,  

and i ss u i n g  cert i f icates of comp let ion .  C R N As atte nd p rograms w i th  the  

expectat ion  that  the prov ider  w i l l  submit  C E  c red its to the  AANA t i me ly so that  

d u r i ng  the  MAC cyc le ,  the C R NA's MAC re newal  i s  not de laye d .  Fa i l u re to meet 

a ny of the res po n s i b i l i t ies  may resu l t  i n  loss of a p prova l .  

CE Content Areas on Cert i f icate of Comp let ion  

Severa l  state boards o f  nu rs i ng  req u i re doc umented c red i t  i n  s pec i fic  content 

a reas in  order  fo r a C R N A  to renew the i r  A P R N  l i cense .  A l though  th i s  i s  not 

man datory,  we do s uggest t hat the  n u m be r  of C E  c red its ea rned d u r i ng  yo u r  

p rogram i n  content a reas such  as pharmaco logy, H IV/A l DS o r  l ega l  i ss ues be 

des ignated on the cert i f icate of complet ion  issued to the C R NA.  Th i s  w i l l  p rov ide 

the  C R N As w i th  the documentat ion they a re req u i red to subm i t  w i thout  the  need 

to co ntact you after  the prog ra m fo r th i s  i nformat ion .  

The process req u i red for  record ing  comp le t ion  a n d  i ss u i n g  cert i f icates of  

com plet ion  is sent  to  the  prov ider  w i th  the not ice of  the i r  a pprova l .  

Changes i n  Prog rams 

T h e  n u m be r  o f  C E  c red its o r ig i na l l y  pr ior  a pproved cannot b e  changed u n less 

the  prov ider  rece ives approva l fro m the C E  Depa rtment .  A port ion  of a prog ra m ,  

rat her  than  t h e  e n t i re prog ra m ,  may not be prese nted u n less pr io r  approval  i s  

awa rde d .  For exa mp le ,  i f  a program was pr ior  a pproved for 3 days a n d  awa rded 18  

C E  c red its ,  the  p rov ider  cannot s ho rten i t  to 1 day fo r 6 c red i ts .  Pr ior  a pprova l m ust 

be o bta i ned because th is i s  a major change a n d  cons idered a new p rogra m .  

I f  t h e  p rovi der  w ishes t o  extend ,  a d d ,  or  revise dates for a part of the  program 

yet  to be presented ,  a wr i tten req uest from the program p rov ider  m ust be 

s u b m itted befo re the f i rst day of p resentat ion  to be a p proved by the CE Depa rtment .  

https://www.aana.com/ceportal


Minor  cha nges i n  content may be underta ke n  w i thout  add i t iona l  rev iew,  

prov ided t hey i nvolve an i m prove ment  and comply w i th  the  Sta ndards fo r 

a p prova l .  An exa mp le  of a m i nor  cha nge re q u i r i n g  review wo u l d  be the 

s u bst i tut ion  of a p resenter  who was sc hedu led  to speak on a top ic  that  had been 

a p proved for the  p rogram.  An exa mp le  of a major  change req u i r i n g  rev iew wou ld  

be  the s u bst i tut ion  of  a lecture on U ndersta n d i n g  N u rse Anesthes ia  Educat iona l  

Sta ndards  in  p lace of one on pha rmacology .  Any q uest ions regard ing  content 

shou ld  be a d d ressed to the  CE Depa rtment .  A not ice of m i nor  cha nges and  

req uests fo r major cha nges can be subm itted to the  C E  Department .  

The C E  Depa rtment  m ust be not i f ied w i th i n  30 days of any changes 

affect i n g  i ts  c o m m u n icat ion  with the prov ider  such as  a cha nge i n  the 

ma i l i ng address ,  e ma i l  address,  te lephone n u m ber ,  a d m i n istrat ive structure ,  

the  i nd iv idua l  res pons ib le  fo r coord i nat i ng  the  C E  act iv ity and  

recordkee p i n g ,  a n d  any  other  i n fo rmat ion pert i nent  to the p rogra m .  

Advert i sement of Pr i or  Approva l i n  AANA Pu b l i cat ions  

Prov iders who rece ive pr ior  approva l can  adve rt ise the i r  C E  p rogra m  i n  the 

month ly CE Ca lendar  of Events fo r a fee .  State assoc ia t ions act ing  as  the  so le  

prov ider  a re not req u i red to pay the fee for a n  a dvert i sement .  Not ices of 

i nserv ice programs a re not pub l i shed i n  the ca lendar .  Ca lendar  of Eve nts fees 

a re non-refu ndab le a n d  non-tra nsferab le .  

Pr ior  Approva l Statement 

T h e  a n no u ncement  o f  AANA pr ior  approva l i s  to a p pear  on the cert i f icate of 

complet ion  and a l l  other mater i a l s  in the  fo l lowi n g  fo rmat :  

Th is  p rogra m  has been pr ior  approved by the Amer ican  

Assoc ia t ion  of N u rse A nest hes io logy fo r XX MAC Ed C E  c red its ;  

Code N u mber  XXXXXXX; Ex p i rat ion  date XX/XX/XX.  

The AANA's C E  Program does not award C E  u n its (CEUs) ,  cont i n u i n g  

med ica l  educat ion  c red i ts  ( C M Es) ,  o r  C E  poi nts (CEPs) .  T h e  des i g nat ions  

C EU ,  C M E, and  C E P  cannot be used on cert i f icates of comp let ion .  The term 

accred i t  shou ld  not be used o n  the cert i f icate of comp let ion .  

Prov iders a re req u i red to c lea r ly  state the  ove ra l l  p rogra m  o bject ives i n  

behav iora l  terms a n d  i nc l ude a c l ea r, conc ise  desc r i pt ion  of the content fo r 

broc h u res and  other  p romot iona l  mater i a l s .  Th i s  a l lows the part i c i pa nts to 

know in a dvance exact ly what they can  expect to ga i n  from part i c i pat ion  i n  

o r  attenda nce a t  t h e  C E  act iv i ty .  
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Aud i t  

The AANA C E  Department w i l l  conduct random a n d  ta rgeted aud its to dete rm i ne 

comp l i ance w i th  AANA pr ior  approva l req u i rements and  p rovi der  res po n s i b i l i t i es .  

A p rogra m  prov ider  a ud i ted by the AANA m ust p rov ide a ny or  a l l  of the  

docu mentat ion stated i n  Sta ndard X I :  Recordkee p ing  of the  AANA C E  Program as  

requested w i th in  30 days  of the req uest .  Fa i l u re to meet the dea d l i ne may resu l t  i n  

revocat ion  o f  a pprova l a n d  no refu nds w i l l  be made .  The AANA rese rves the r i ght 

to deny ,  revoke or  suspend a p p rova l based on non-co m p l i a nce o r  non­

res pons ive ness of the  prov ider .  

Fa i l u re to Comp ly  w i th  Prov ider  Respons i b i l i t i es 

I f  a C E  p rov ider  fa i l s  to comp ly  w i th  the  AANA's Cont i n u i n g  Educat ion 

Program Sta n da rds ,  or  fa i l s  to meet any of the  recordkee p i n g  res pons i b i l i t ies ,  

the  AANA can w i thdraw i ts  approval  of the CE act iv i ty .  The p rovi der  w i l l  

rece ive 30 days wr i t ten not ice of the  s pec i f ic  c ha rges and  the reasons for 

w i thdrawal  a n d  w i l l  have a reaso nab le  o pport u n ity to respond and  exp la i n  

t h e i r  act ions .  

I f  the  AA NA w i thdraws i ts  a p prova l ,  the  p rovi der  may request  recons i de rat ion  

by fo l lowi n g  the proced u re i n  th i s  pub l icat ion  under  the  sect ion  t i t l ed  

Recons iderat ion .  

Nonprior Approva l Process 

The N BC R N A  req u i res 60 MAC Ed CE C red its and 40 MAC Dev C red its fo r the 

4-year MAC cyc le .  U nder  these prov is ions ,  the nonpr ior  approval  process w i l l  

a pp ly  t o  act iv i t ies  t hat were not pr ior  a p proved by the AANA, but  were 

a p p roved fo r C E  c red i t  by a nother  accred i ted a pprova l o rga n i zat ion  befo re 

the  start of the prog ra m ,  as we l l  as to L i fe Su pport Co u rses subm itted us i ng  

the  I nd iv idua l  or  G roup  Nonpr ior  Ap prova l App l icat ion and  Co l lege/U n ivers i ty 

Courses us i ng  the Col lege/U n ive rs i ty  Course Nonpr ior  A pprova l App l icat ion .  

The req u i rements to  accompany each app l icat ion a re shown be low.  

Cont i nu ing Ed ucat ion Progra m  

1 .  Profess iona l  pr i nted mate r ia l  t h a t  provides a deta i led  desc r i pt ion  of the 

program atte n ded .  I nc l ude a n  hour ly sc hedu le ,  and  c lear ly  mark  a l l  the  

lectures that  were atte nded .  One (1 ) MAC Ed C E  c red i t  per  60 m i n utes of 

lecture t i me i s  awarded,  a n d  exc l udes welcomes ,  breaks and  l u n c h .  Part i a l  C E  

c red i t  i s  awarded for lect u re t ime  i n  0 .25  i nc re me nts .  

2 .  A state ment  of re levance that c lear ly  re lates the course to n u rse a nesthes ia  

pract ice in  a d m i n istrat ion ,  educat ion ,  research or  c l i n i ca l  



pract ice .  Th i s  state ment  m ust i nc l ude :  (1 ) a desc r ipt ion  of the  C R NA's 

c u rrent pract ice ;  (2)  i n fo rmat ion on a reas of the course that  a re most 

a pp l icab le  to the  C R N A's p ract ice ;  and (3)  a n  exp lanat ion  of how the C R N A  

p lans to i nco rporate the  new i nfo rmat ion i nto pract ice .  

3 .  A copy of the cert i f icate of complet ion  i ssued by the prov ider  to ver i fy 

atte nda nce at o r  part i c i pat ion  i n  the  C E  progra m .  

4 .  Documentat ion o f  approval  for C E  cred i t  b y  another  recogn ized 

p rofess iona l  approva l o rga n i zat ion  that  has a n  assessment  sta ndard a n d  

s hows t h e  n u m be r  o f  C E  c red its awarded .  Exa m p les of acc red i t i ng  bodies 

i n c l ude the Amer ican N u rses C redent ia l i ng Center 's  Com m iss ion  on 

Accred i tat ion  (ANCC) ,  Acc red i tat ion Co u n c i l  fo r Cont i n u i ng Med ica l  

Educat ion  (ACC M E) ,  Amer ican  Med ica l  Assoc ia t ion  (AMA) ,  and  Amer ican  

Assoc iat ion  of  Cr i t i ca l  Care N u rses (AAC N ) .  

L i fe Su pport Co u rses .  To qua l i fy fo r nonpr ior  a pprova l ,  the  cou rse m ust 

prov ide t heoret ica l  content and  hands-on-pract ice w i th  the therapeut ic  

moda l i t ies  used in  the  t reatment  of l i fe - th reaten i ng  events  accord i n g  to 

Amer ican  Heart Assoc iat ion  o r  other  recog n i zed equ iva lency Sta ndards .  

T hese p rogra ms i nc l ude Adva nced Card iac L i fe S u pport Prov ider  (AC LS),  

Ped iatr ic  Adva nced L i fe S u pport Prov ider  ( PA LS) ,  and  other  a dvanced l i fe 

s u pport top ics .  

A l though i t  i s  not  necessary fo r c l ass room l i fe s u pport p rov ider  courses to be 

pr ior  a pproved for CE c red i t  by a nother  recog n i zed profess iona l  a pprova l o r  

accred i t i ng  orga n i zat ion ,  a n  app l icat ion m ust b e  subm itted i n  o r d e r  for the  l i fe 

s u pport cou rse to be added to a n  i nd iv idua l 's C E  t ransc r i pt t hat i s  tra nsfe rred 

to the N BC R N A  d u r i n g  the rece rt i f icat ion  process .  

To have the l i fe s u p port course appear  o n  the C E  transcr ipt  and be e l i g i b le  fo r 

rece rt i f icat ion p u rposes,  a comp leted a pp l icat ion  a n d  the fo l low ing  mater ia l s  

m ust be s u b m itted (a max i m u m  of 2 0  l i fe s u p po rt c red its ( between MAC Ed 

a n d  MAC Dev com b i ned)  a re perm itted per 4-year MAC cyc le ) :  

Life Su pport Courses - A HA:  

1 .  Copy of l i fe s u p port card .  The app l icant  m ust pass  the re levant 

test  to rece ive C E  c red i t .  

2 .  Copy  of cert i f icate of atte ndance o r  other  mate r ia l s  wh ich  ident i fy 

the  p rovi der  and  c i ty  a n d  state where course was h e l d .  

3 .  Max i m u m  N u m be r  of C E  awarded for e a c h  core cou rse be low:  

• I n i t i a l  B LS Cert i f icat ion :  4 hours 

• Renewa l B LS Cert i f icat ion :  2 hours 

• I n i t i a l  ACLS Cert i f icat ion :  8 hours 
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• Renewa l ACLS Cert i f icat ion :  4 hours 

• I n i t i a l  PA LS Cert i f icat ion :  8 hours 

• Renewa l PALS Cert i f icat ion :  4 hours 

C lassroom Life Support Courses - Non AHA: 

1 .  Copy of l i fe s u pport card .  The app l icant  m ust pass the  re levant test 

to rece ive C E  cred i t .  

2 .  An hour ly  sche d u l e .  L i fe s u pport text books a re not req u i red .  

3 .  Copy of  cert i f icate of atte nda nce or  othe r mater i a l s  w h i c h  ide nt i fy 

the prov ider  a n d  c i ty and  state where course was he ld .  

O n l i ne Life Support Courses - Non AHA: 

1 .  Copy of the l i fe su pport card.  

2 .  Copy of the cert if icate of com plet ion from the progra m  provider that i nc l udes 

the nu mber of CE cred i ts awarded .  

3 .  Documentat ion of approval for C E  credit by an  approved prov ider. Th is  is  

requ i red beca use an  hour ly sc hedule ,  which i s  used to ca lcu late credits for 

c lassroom l i fe su pport courses, is not ava i lab le .  Therefore, va l i dat ion m ust 

be provided that a nothe r recogn ized approva l organ izat ion reviewed and 

approved the content for C E  cred its .  

RQI (Resuscitat ion Qua l ity I m provement) BLS, ACLS, and PALS - Amer ican 

Heart Associat ion 

T hese act iv i t ies qua l i fy as  L i fe Su pport Cou rses under  the non-pr ior  approva l 

mecha n i sm fo r MAC Ed C E  c re d it when object ive assess ment  and  ha nds-on 

ver i ficat ion  req u i reme nts a re met .  

RQ I  o pe rates under  a TrueStart and  Perpetua l  qua rter ly  competency mode l ,  so C E  

c red i t  m a y  b e  c l a i med i n i t i a l l y  fo r TrueStart and  then  q ua rter ly  based on comp leted 

i nstruct iona l  and assessment  t i m e .  A 2-year  subm iss ion  st ruct u re i s  not req u i re d .  

Part i c i pants m a y  subm i t  cred i t  after  e a c h  comp leted qua rter  or  b u n d le m u l t ip le  

q ua rters i nto one (1 ) app l icat ion per B LS, ACLS,  or  PALS course .  

A l I  RQ I  c red i t  re m a i ns s u bject to the broa der  L i fe Su pport l i m i t  of 20 c red its per  

fo u r-year MAC cyc le .  

To q ua l i fy fo r MAC Ed C E  c red i t  fo r RQ I  act iv i t ies ,  the  fo l lowi n g  req u i re me nts m ust 

be s u b m itted with the  app l icat ion :  

1 .  Copy of the AHA Provider eCard.  

2 .  RQ I completion record or transcript for TrueStart or each appl icable Perpetual quarter 

that ident ifies the date(s) of part ic ipation and the number of CE credits awarded . 

3 .  Record of assessment complet ion .  



BLS, AC LS, and PALS HeartCode and HeartCode Complete - Amer ican 

Heart Assoc iat ion 

HeartCode and HeartCode Complete l i fe support courses use a b lended learn ing 

model that i nc l udes se lf-gu ided e learn ing  and a ha nds-on sk i l l s  sess ion .  

To qua l i fy for MAC Ed C E  cred i t  for the  Hea rtCode act iv i t ies ,  the  fo l low i n g  

req u i rements m ust be subm itted w i t h  the  app l icat ion .  

1 .  Copy of  the  AHA Provider Course Complet ion Card.  

2 .  Copy of the Cert if icate of Complet ion that identif ies the date(s) 

of complet ion .  

The AANA wi l l  comply with the Amer ican Nurses Credent ia l i ng  Cente r (ANCC)­

esta b l ished C E  credits for the RQl  and Hea rtCode courses as ident if ied i n  the 

fol lowing charts :  

AHA RQI, HeartCode, and HeartCode Complete ANCC Contact Hours as aligned 

with the 2025 AHA Guidelines (courses taken on or after October 22, 2025) 

Course HeartCode R@I TrueStart RQI Perpetual 

(On l i ne/Blended) (Entry) (Quarter ly) 

HeartCode Complete 

1 .75 contact hours 
1 .75 contact 0.25 contact hours 

BLS 
hours per quarter 

4 .50 contact hours 
4 .50 contact 1 . 50 contact hours 

ACLS 
hours per quarter 

7.25 contact hours 
7.25  contact 2.00 contact hours 

PALS 
hours per quarter 
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AHA RQI, HeartCode, and HeartCode Complete ANCC Contact Hours as aligned 

with the 2020 AHA Guidelines (courses taken October 21, 2020 - October 21, 2025) 

Course HeartCode RQI TrueStart RQI Perpetual 

(On l i ne/B lended) (Entry) (Quarterly) 

HeartCode Complete 

BLS 1 .00 contact hour N/A N/A 

ACLS 2.00 contact hours N/A N/A 

PALS 4.75 contact hours N/A N/A 

l nservice Programs 

An i nservice program is a p lanned, ongoing educat ional  prog ra m of a n  employer, 

other than a departmental  or ientat ion or  pol icy meet i ng,  typica l ly  he ld on a regu lar  

reoccurr ing basis and i ntended to assist the CRNA i n  acqu i ring ,  ma i nta i n i ng,  

and increas ing competence i n  fulf i l l i ng ass ig ned respons ib i l i t ies specif ic to the 

expectat ions of an  em ployer.  

To be cons idered for nonprior c red it ,  a com pleted a ppl icat ion and the fol lowi ng 

mater ia ls  must be subm itted :  

1 .  A descri pt ion of the content of the i nservice programs, e .g . ,  morta l ity and 

morbid ity (M&M) conferences, journa l  c l ubs,  grand rounds ,  pat ient  and 

c l i n ica l  conferences, and q ua l ity assurance meet i ngs.  I nc l ude a n  hour ly 

schedule and mark the presentat ions that were attended.  

2 .  A copy of the cert if icate of com plet ion issued by the provider to ve rify 

attendance at or  part ic ipat ion i n  the CE  program .  

3 .  Statement of  re levance that c lear ly re lates the  course to  nurse a nesthesia 

practice in admin istrat ion,  ed ucat ion,  resea rch or c l i n ica l  pract ice.  Th is  

statement m ust i nc l ude:  (1 ) a descr ipt ion of the nurse anesthetist 's current 

pract ice;  (2) i nformation on a reas of the course that are most app l icab le 

to the nurse anesthetist 's pract ice; and (3) a n  explanat ion of how the nu rse 

anesthetist p lans to i ncorporate the new i nformat ion i nto pract ice.  



4. Doc umentat ion of approva l fo r C E  cred i t  by a nother recogn ized 

profess iona l  approval orga n izat ion that has a n  assessment standard and 

shows the nu mber of C E  c red its awarded .  Exam ples of  accred i t ing bodies 

with an  assessment standard inc l ude the American Nurses Credent ia l i ng  

Center's Comm iss ion on Accred itat ion (ANCC),  Accreditat ion Counc i l  fo r 

Cont i nu ing Medica l  Educat ion (ACCME),  Amer ican Medica l  Assoc iat ion 

(AMA), and Amer ican Associat ion of Cr i t ica l  Ca re N u rses (AAC N) .  

Provider-D i rected I ndependent Study 

I ndependent study is a se lf-paced asynchronous lea rn ing act iv ity developed for 

i nd iv idua l  use i n  wh ich the pa rt ic ipa nt rece ives progra m  mater ia ls  i n  pr int or  

e lectron ic  modes and com pletes the requ i red activ ity outs ide a formal organ ized 

lea rn ing env i ronment .  Each activ ity subm itted for approval is  eva l uated 

i nd iv idua l ly  to determ i ne the n umber of MAC Ed C E  credits it w i l l  receive. 

To be cons idered for nonpr ior credit ,  a completed app l icat ion and the fo l lowing 

mater ia ls  m ust be submitted:  

1 .  A complete packet of a l l  the i nstruct iona l  mate r ia ls  provided to the 

subscr ibe r. 

2 .  The packet shou ld inc l ude program content, an  explanat ion of the 

subscr ipt ion process, and how to use the lea rn ing mate r ia ls .  Th is  

i nformation m ust be c reated by the provider and not a statement 

subm itted by the a ppl icant .  

3 .  Statement of re levance that c lear ly relates the course to nu rse a nesthesia 

practice in admin istrat ion ,  education, resea rch or  c l i n ica l  practice. 

This statement m ust i nc l ude:  (1 ) a descr ipt ion of the C RNA's curre nt 

practice; (2) i nformation on areas of the course that a re most app l icable 

to the CRNA's pract ice;  and (3) an  explanat ion of how the CRNA p lans to 

i ncorporate the new i nformation i nto pract ice.  

4. Evidence of a m in imum pass ing  score of 80% on the post-test or  

s imu lat ion assessment .  

5 .  Doc umentat ion of approva l fo r C E  cred i t  by a recogn ized profess ional  

accred itat ion or  approva l orga n izat ion .  Th is  documentat ion m ust ind icate 

the number  of CE cred its awarded. 

6 .  A cert if icate of com plet ion issued by the provider .  The n umber of C E  

credits earned as ident if ied on t h e  cert if icate w i l l  be the numbe r  of MAC 

Ed CE credits awarded to the CRNA app l icant prov id ing the a ppl icat ion 

is complete.  
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Mai ntenance of Licensure Programs 

The AA NA awards CE credit for programs that are requ i red for ma i ntenance of 

l icensure,  wh ich a re e l ig ib le  for MAC Ed nonpr ior approval when they meet the 

AANA pr ior approved assessment standards.  

I nternat iona l  (Non- Domestic) Programs 

The AA NA awards nonpr ior approval for C E  programs provided by an  

i nternat ional  (non-domestic) prog ra m provider if the program provider is 

approved to offer CE cred i t  by or has a rec i proc i ty agreement with a Un ited 

States approva l orga n izat ion recogn ized by the AANA and a l l  other nonpr ior 

app l icat ion requ i rements are met. 

Col lege/U n ivers ity Courses 

Rega rd less of the academic degree pursued, on ly  courses or pa rts of courses 

that are shown to be relevant to a nesthesia practice (educat ion,  

adm in istrat ion,  research,  or  c l i n ica l  pract ice) wi l l  be cons idered for C E  c red it .  

The i nst itut ion must be acc red i ted by an  agency recogn ized by the U .S .  

Department of Ed ucat ion .  The m in imum grade e l i g ib le for C E  credit  is a "C" 

or  a "pass" on a pass-fa i l  sca le .  

U ndergraduate courses or  parts of  courses may not be appropriate for C E  

c red it ,  because they reflect basic knowledge acq u i red i n  the u ndergrad uate 

n urs i ng  or anesthesia program of study. The course content must go beyond 

the basic educat ional  level of the CRNA.  

C E  cred i t  is  not  awarded automatica l ly  beca use the course is a requ i red part 

of the cu rr icu lum that leads to a specif ic degree or because it is requ i red by 

the C RNA's em ployer.  

To be cons idered for MAC Ed nonpr ior credit ,  a completed app l icat ion and the 

fo l lowing mater ia ls  must be subm itted: 

1 .  Because of the d iversity of academic  offer ings,  addit iona l  documentat ion may 

be requ i red,  such as a c lass sc hedule for the ent i re semester or  q uarte r or 

other mater ia ls  that desc r ibe the weekly out l i ne of c lasses. 

2. A statement of relevance that c lea rly reflects i nd iv idua l  C E  needs, e .g . ,  how 

the course is re levant to the C RNA's practice. The state ment must i nc l ude :  (a) 

a descr ipt ion of the C RNA's current pract ice;  (b) areas i n  the course that a re 

most app l icable to the CRNA's pract ice; and (c) how the CRNA w i l l  i ncorporate 

the new i nformation i nto practice. The course's relevance to anesthesia 

practice must be c lea rly stated and su pported.  



3. A col lege or  u n iversity t ranscr ipt with a n  off ic ia l  sea l .  Photocopies of 

t ra nscr ipts and grade reports or  grade s l i ps a re not accepta ble .  

E-transcr i pts sent d i rect ly from the school  registra r  to the AANA CE 

Department a re accepted .  It is the respons ib i l ity of the i nd iv idua l  a pp ly ing 

for credit to request the t ra nscr ipt from the schoo l .  CE cred i t  for courses or  

parts of  courses w i l l  be awa rded based upon the number  of  wee ks of study 

and the number  of hours of study per week not to exceed 45 C E  c red its .  

The fol lowing are exa mples for i l l ustrat ive purposes on ly :  

• Semester (typica l ly  15  weeks): A maxi mum of 1 5  C E  cred its for 

each semester c red i t  hour (e .g . ,  a 3-hour semester course may 

equa l  up to 45 CE cred its) 

• Tr i mester (typica l ly  12 weeks): A maxi mum of 12  C E  cred i ts for 

each tr i mester cred i t  hour (e .g . ,  a 3-hour tr i mester course may 

equa l  up to 36 CE cred its) 

• Quarter (typ ica l ly  10  weeks): A maxi mum of 1 0  credits for each 

quarter credit hour (e .g . ,  a 2-hour q uarte r course may equa l  up to 

20 CE cred its) 

The f ina l  dec is ion to awa rd or not awa rd the max imum number  of CE 

cred its for a part icu lar  course is at the d iscret ion of the C E  Comm ittee. 

App l i cat ion  S u bm i ss ion  

The app l icat ion for nonpr ior approval i s  ava i lab le  o n  www.aana.com/ce porta l . 

Fees 

The C E  fees are ava i la ble i n  the C E  Porta l .  Payment is the f ina l  step i n  the 

a ppl icat ion process before the app l icat ion i s  subm itted for review. The fee is non­

t ra nsfe ra ble and non-refundable if  i t  is  determi ned that the app l icat ion does not 

meet the CE requ i rements or i f  the app l icant withdraws the app l icat ion .  

App l i cat ion  Process i ng 

Appl icat ions for AANA nonpr ior approva l a re reviewed thorough ly before a 

determi nat ion is made rega rd ing a pprova l for C E  cred it .  Appl icants can check the 

status of the app l icat ion i n  the CE Porta l with i n  30 bus i ness days from the date the 

a ppl icat ion was subm itted. 

I f  an  app l icat ion is i ncom plete, a notice w i l l  be sent to the app l icant request ing 

addit iona l  i nformat ion .  
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Glossary 

Academic ed ucat ion - Courses take n  for undergrad uate or graduate 

c red it ,  in an i nst itut ion of h i gher learn ing ,  wh ich may or  may not lead to a 

degree.  Although nu rse anesthesia profess iona l  deve lopment begins upon 

e ntry i n  the basic nurse anesthesia program, for the pu rpose of th is 

defi n i t ion ,  academic  educat ion refers to those courses taken i n  col leges or 

u n iversity fo l lowing the basic nurse a nesthesia ed ucat iona l  program .  

Adu l t  learn ing pr inc i ples - Approaches to adu lts as learners based on 

recogn it ion of  the  i nd iv idua l 's autonomy and se lf-d i rect ion,  l i fe 

exper iences, read i ness to learn,  and problem-solv ing or ientat ion to 

learn ing .  Such an approach enta i l s  respectful co l laborat ion of teachers and 

learners i n  p lann ing,  d iagnos ing needs, formulat ing object ives, des ign ing 

sequences, and eva l uat ing learn ing .  Lea rn ing act iv it ies tend to be 

exper ient ia l  and i nqu i ry focused.  

G u ide l i nes for adu l t  lea rn ing pr inc i p les :  

1 .  Adult  learn ing exper iences promote act ive learner pa rt ic ipat ion .  

2 .  Adult  learn ing exper iences provide feedback to learners about 

the i r  prog ress .  

3 .  The des ign of the learn ing exper ience cons iders the i nd iv idua l ity 

of adu l t  lea rners .  

4 .  Learn ing expe r iences a re organ ized to provide re pet it ion and 

re i nforcement of major concepts and sk i l l s .  

5 .  Learn ing expe r iences a re organ ized to permit learners to advance 

from s imp le  to more complex levels of development .  

6 .  Learn ing expe r iences a re organ ized and presented to he lp learners 

use and a pply knowledge and sk i l l s  acqu i red from the lea rn ing 

env i ronment i n  the i r  own work sett i ngs.  

Appeal  - A process that a l lows the app l icant to obta i n  a redete rm i nat ion 

by an  a ppel late pa nel  with regard to an  adverse decis ion made by the 

AANA C E  Comm ittee. 

Appl icat ion fee - A non-refundable ,  non-transferable sum of money 

c harged for process ing a ppl icat ions for C E  a pprova l .  

Appl icat ion - A form ava i la ble from the AANA to be used for subm itt ing  

i nformation to  the  AA NA C E  Committee for approval of C E  act iv it ies .  

Approval - A dec is ion made by the AANA C E  Department or AANA C E  

Comm ittee that a n  app l icat ion has met t h e  esta b l ished cr iter ia and that C E  

c red i t  w i l l  b e  awarded .  



Assessed Cont inu ing  Educat ion - Ide ntif ies how pa rt ic i pat ion i n  the act iv ity i nformed 

and/or i m proved the learner's practice. 

Authorized s ignature - The s ignature of the i nd iv idua l  wh ich a ppea rs 

on the cert if icate of attendance ve rify ing the pa rt ic ipant's attendance i n  the 

a pproved CE activity. 

CE Activity - A s i ng le ,  focused educat ional  act iv ity that has a specif ic 

pu rpose and learner objectives desig ned to meet a pre-assessed ed ucat iona l  

need .  The learner m ust attend the ent i re sess ion to rece ive C E  credits .  

C E  Comm ittee - Membe rs of a g roup that have bee n vested by the AANA 

in accorda nce with the AANA bylaws with the respons i b i l i ty for 

formu lat ing cr iter ia for e l i g ib i l i ty for recertif icat ion wh ich is submitted for 

eva l uat ion and adoption by the N BCRNA.  The committee a lso supervises 

the cont i nu ing educat ion projects cond ucted by the AANA, eva l uates 

a ppl icat ions for prog ra m a pprova l ,  and approves refresher courses based 

upon estab l ished cr iter ia .  

C E  Credit - A un i t  of measurement that descri bes 60 m in utes of a n  

a pproved ,  orga n ized lea rn ing exper ience.  AANA awa rds C E  cred i t  i n  t h e  form 

of contact hours .  One C E  credit equa ls  one C E  contact hour .  

C E  Program - A pla nned, orga n ized series of educat ional  act iv it ies that have 

a common theme and overa l l  purpose. Learners do not have to attend every 

sess ion of the prog ra m, but earn CE cred its on ly  for sess ions they atte nd .  

C E  Tra nscr ipt - A computer-ge nerated record that reflects a n  i nd iv idua l ' s  C E  

act iv it ies ,  a s  recorded b y  the AANA. 

Cert if icate of complet ion - A form presented to the learner by the provider 

that va l i dates complet ion at the C E  act iv ity .  

Code number - A nontra nsfe ra ble des ignat ion ass igned to a pr ior approved C E  

act iv ity.  

Col lege or un iversity course(s) - Academic course work that,  when com pleted, is  

entered on a n  off ic ia l  col lege or un iversity transc r ipt .  

Commerc ia l  su pport - F inanc ia l  support provided by ind ustry i n  susta i ned C E  

act iv it ies .  

Com petency - Knowledge, sk i l ls ,  and ab i l i t ies necessary to perform safe ly at a n  

expected level o f  expertise, responsi b i l ity and domain o f  profess ional  practice a n d  

evide nced b y  behavior .  
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Cont inu ing com petency - Ongoing profess iona l  nurs ing accord ing  to 

level of expertise, respons ib i l ity of practice as evidenced by behavior 

based (on) knowledge, sk i l l s  and ab i l i t ies matc hed to and in the context of 

a set of expected outcomes as def ined by C RNA's scope of pract ice,  code 

of ethics, Sta ndards,  gu ide l i nes, and benchmarks that assure safe 

performa nce of profess iona l  services. 

Content - Subject matter or  defi n it ive i nformation a bout a n  educat ional  

act iv ity that relates to the learner objectives. 

Cont i nu ing Ed ucat ion (CE) - Profess iona l  lea rn ing experiences des igned 

to a ugment the knowledge,  ski l l s, and ab i l i t ies of CR NAs, and therefore 

e nr ich the CRNA's contr i but ions to qua l ity hea lthcare and the i r  pursu it  

of profess iona l  career goa ls .  Lea rn ing act iv it ies i ntended to bu i ld  on 

the ed ucat iona l  and exper ient ia l  bases of the profess iona l  CRNA for 

the enhancement of c l i n ica l ,  ed ucat iona l ,  adm in istrative, research,  

or  theoret ica l  deve lopment to i m prove the de l ivery of anesthesia 

care to the pub l ic .  

Contact hour  - One CE credit equa ls  one contact hour ;  60 m i nutes equa ls  

one C E  c red i t  or one contact hour .  

Cr i ter ia  - I nd icators used to measure and eva l uate whether a n  app l icat ion 

meets the AANA C E  Progra m  Standards.  

Deferra l  - A dec is ion made by the AANA C E  Department or C E  

Comm ittee t o  delay act ion on a n  app l icat ion pend ing requested revis ions 

or  add it iona l  i nformat ion .  

Denia l  - A dec is ion made by the AANA CE Department or CE Committee 

that an  app l icat ion has substant ia l  def ic iencies in meet ing the requ i red 

c riter ia and is not e l i g ib le for C E  credit .  

D istance Learn ing - A formal ed ucat ional  act iv ity where the majority of 

the i nstruct ion occ urs when the learner and the educator a re not i n  the 

same place.  The i nstruct ion may ta ke place e i ther synchronously (at the 

same t ime, i .e . ,  i nteractive v ideo) or  async hronously (at d i ffe rent t i mes, i .e . ,  

on l i ne/i nternet or  correspondence courses) .  

Documentat ion of approval - Mater ia l  subm itted by the prov ider 

or  i nd iv idua l  who is app ly ing for nonpr ior approva l to va l i date that the 

CE act iv ity has received pr ior approval from a recogn ized profess ional  

accreditat ion or approval organ izat ion .  



Educat iona l  act iv ity - Educat iona l  sess ions wh ich a re p lanned and orga n ized 

and sponsored by a provider .  The act iv ity is usua l ly a one-t ime presentat ion .  

Eva l uat ion - The process of determ in i ng  s ign if ica nce or  qua l ity by 

systematic appra isa l .  

Eva l uat ion i nstrument - The form, or  method, used by the prov ider and 

learner to  assess the learn ing effect iveness of  the C E  act iv ity .  

Fac u lty - An i nd iv idua l  or group of i nd iv idua ls  that de l ivers the content of 

the C E  act iv it ies .  

Gu ide l i nes - Statements of d i rect ion for i m plement ing the cr iter ia and 

po l ic ies of  the AANA C E  Program .  

l nservice educat ion - Planned, ongoing educat ion consist ing of those 

learn ing expe r iences provided in the work sett ing  for the pu rposes of 

ass ist i ng  staff i n  performing the i r  ass igned funct ions i n  that pa rt icu lar  

emp loying agency/inst itut ion .  

I nternat iona l  (Non-domestic) program - C E  Cred i t  prog ra m provided 

by a program provider that is not based i n  the US or  its protectorates 

or terr itor ies.  

Lea rner needs - Knowledge,  sk i l ls ,  or  ab i l i t ies wh ich a re lack ing but 

necessary for atta i nment of a n  improved level of practice. 

Lea rner object ive - An i ntended outcome of i nstruct ions set forth as a 

specif ic behavior of the learner that can be measured at the com plet ion of the 

CE activity. 

Lea rn ing exper ience - An i nteract ion between the learner and p lanned,  

orga n ized educat iona l  act iv it ies wh ich resu lts i n  a change i n  the learner's 

knowledge, sk i l ls ,  or  ab i l i t ies .  

Life Support Prov ider Courses - A program/course that provides theoret ica l  

content and hands-on-practice with the thera peut ic moda l it ies used i n  the 

treatment of l i fe-threaten i ng events accord ing to Amer ican Heart Associat ion 

or other recogn ized equ ivale ncy Standards.  Exam ples of these programs 

i nc l ude Adva nced Cardiac L ife Su pport Provider (ACLS), Ped iatr ic Advanced 

Life Support Prov ider ( PALS).  
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MAC Ed C E  credits - Assessed, pr ior-a p proved educat ion programs related to 

a nesthesia care that are recogn ized by the N BCRNA ( n bcrna .com/certif icat ion­

programs/mac/mac-ed) .  Exam ples inc l ude:  Var ious educat ional  formats, such as 

on l i ne,  meet i ngs, webinars, journal ,  and l ive events with va r ious assessment types, 

as recogn ized by the a pprov ing agency, such as se l f-eva l uat ion;  po l l i ng ;  written 

post-test; e lectron ic  post-test; or  demonstrat ion of sk i l l s  in a workshop or  s imu lat ion .  

AANA is a recogn ized approver of assessed CEs by N BC RNA, and AA NA is a n  

accredited provider o f  cont i nu ing educat ional  act iv it ies 

by the Amer ican N u rses Credent ia l i ng  Center (A NCC).  

MAC Dev requ i re ments - Any act iv ity that results i n  the enhancement of the C RNA's 

foundat ional  knowledge of nu rse anesthesia pract ice,  supports patient safety, 

or fosters the C RNA's understand ing of the broader hea lthcare env i ronment .  

MAC Dev activit ies i nc l ude: MAC Ed CE credits over the requ i red 60 C Es; Non- Prior 

Approved and/or Non-Assessed C Es; Academic Credits if not c la i med as MAC Ed CE 

cred its; presentations; publ ications; teach ing i n  the  c l i n ica l  sett ing ;  c l i n ica l  

admin istrat ive duties; c l i n ica l  subspecia l ty activit ies; i ntegrat ion of a new c l i n ica l  

techn ique into a CRNA's personal practice; and profess ional service whether e lected 

or appoi nted .  See ( nbcrna .com/cert if ication-programs/mac/mac-dev) for deta i ls .  

Ma i ntenance of Licensure programs - Programs that are requ i red for mai nte nance 

of l icensure.  

Needs assessment - The process of ident ify ing learner needs to e nsure that a 

p lanned C E  act ivi ty is relevant to the ta rget aud ience.  

Nonprior  approval ( recog nit ion) - The process used to award C E  credit  to CR NAs 

for attenda nce at lea rn ing act iv it ies that have not been previously approved by the 

AANA but have been approved for C E  c red i t  by a recogn ized profess ional  

accreditat ion or approval organ izat ion before their  presentat ion ,  

with the exc l us ion of l i fe support courses. Th is  a pprova l mechan ism is not a utomatic ;  

i t  must be i n it iated by the app l icant .  

Nonpr ior-a pproval app l icant - The i nd iv idua l ,  assoc iat ion,  i nst itut ion,  organ izat ion,  

or  agency, respons ib le  for submitt i ng  app l icat ion mater ia ls  to the AANA C E  

Department for nonpr ior a pprova l recog n it ion .  

Nonpr ior-a pproved prog ra m - A C E  activity that has not rece ived pr ior approval 

from the AANA, but has received approval from a recogn ized profess ional  

accreditat ion or approval organ izat ion before presentat ion .  

https://nbcrna.com/certification-programs/mac/mac-dev
https://nbcrna.com/certification


Pa i n  Management - Provides a means to i nteg rate advanced knowledge of 

assessme nt, d iagnosis ,  t reatment and procedura l  safety i nvolved in Pa i n  Management 

thera pies/proced ures to prepare the CRNA to i n it iate appropr iate Pa i n  Manage ment 

thera pies safe ly and effect ive ly  throug hout the l i fespan .  

Pharmacodyna mics - The study of the b iochemica l  and phys io log ica l  effects of drugs 

and the mecha n isms of their  act ions,  i nc lud ing  the corre lat ion of their  act ions and 

effects with their  chemical  structure .  

Pharmacoki netics - Pha rmacoki netics i nc l udes the study of the mecha n isms of 

a bsorption and d istr ibut ion of an admin istered drug,  the rate at wh ich a d rug act ion 

beg ins and the durat ion of the effect, the chem ical  changes of the substance i n  the 

body and the effects and routes of excret ion of the meta bol ites of the drug .  

Pharmacology - The science of drugs inc lud ing the i r  or ig in ,  chemistry, composit ion,  

pharmacoki netics/dyna mics, therapeut ic use, and toxicology; the properties and 

react ions of d rugs espec ia l ly  with re lat ion to the i r  thera peut ic va lue .  

Practice - The practice of nu rse anesthesia may i nc l ude c l i n ica l  pract ice,  

nurse anesthesia -related adm in istrative, educat ional or  resea rc h act iv it ies,  or  a 

combinat ion of two or  more of such areas of pract ice .  To be nurse a nesthes ia-re lated, 

activit ies m ust have as the i r  pr imary object ive and be d i rect ly re lated to, the de l ivery 

of a nesthesia care to patients or the i m provement of de l ivery of a nesthesia care to 

patie nts. 

Prior a pprova l - The process used to review a C E  a ppl icat ion based on 

predetermi ned cr iter ia and award a specif ic number  of CE credits before the 

presentat ion of the C E  act iv ity .  

Pr ior-a p proved prog ra m - A p lanned,  orga n ized,  C E  activ ity that has received 

a pprova l from the AANA before it occu rs .  

Profess iona l  deve lopment - Life long process of act ive pa rt ic ipat ion by a nu rse 

a nesthetist in lea rn ing act iv it ies that assist in deve lop ing and ma i nta i n i ng the i r  

cont i nu ing com petence, enhanc ing the i r  profess ional  pract ice,  and support ing  

ach ievement of the i r  career goa ls .  

Program coord i nator - The i nd iv idua l  who is respons ib le  for deve lop ing ,  

i m plement ing and managing a l l  aspects of  the CE act iv ity.  The coord i nator subm its 

an app l icat ion on behalf  of the prov ider to the AANA CE Department and genera l ly 

serves as the contact pe rson.  
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Prog ra m Out l i ne - A document submitted as part of the app l icat ion process that 

i nc l udes a statement of the process of needs assessment,  overa l l  p rogram purpose 

and a deta i led content out l i ne that i nc l udes learner object ives, t ime fra mes, teach i ng 

methods, the facu lty for each sess ion of the program, and a descr ipt ion of the 

method of eva l uat ion .  

Prov ider - An i nd iv idua l ,  assoc iat ion,  i nst itut ion,  organ izat ion,  or agency that 

ma inta i ns overa l l  respons ib i l ity for the deve lopment,  imp leme ntat ion,  eva l uat ion,  

f inancing,  recordkeep ing ,  and mai nte nance of a qua l ity assura nce mecha n ism for 

a C E  act iv ity.  

Prov ider-d i rected i ndependent study - A self-paced, d i stance learn ing 

act iv ity that is deve loped for i nd iv idua l  use through the ma i l  or v ia compute r 

by a C E  provider .  

Recog n ized profess iona l  accred itat ion or  a pprova l orga n izat ion - An organ izat ion 

that has met predetermi ned cr iter ia ,  u ndergone a n  exte nsive eva l uat ion,  and been 

des ignated to review app l icat ions for C E  c red it .  Exa mples inc l ude the Amer ican 

N u rses Credent ia l i ng  Center ,  state nurs ing assoc iat ions,  and phys ic ian  spec ia lty 

g roups.  

Response Generated Content - A self-paced, d istance learn ing act iv ity that is 

deve loped for i nd iv idua l  use where the content is generated from pa rt ic ipa nt 

responses with in  the act iv ity. 

Sta ndard - A norm that expresses a n  agreed-upon level of exce l lence that has been 

deve loped to lead to cr iter ia for measurement and provide g u ida nce in ach iev ing 

exce l lence i n  educat ion.  

Synchronous Recorded Webinar - Scheduled i nteract ive recorded webinar  programs 

that are completed on l i ne  outs ide of a formal lea rn ing env i ron ment with a l ive 

moderator who is a content expert.  

Ta rget a ud ience - A g roup for wh ich a lea rn ing experience has been des igned .  

Teach ing methods - A system of i nstruct ional  procedures based on educat ional  

pr inc i p les .  

T ime frame - The tota l le ngth of t ime i n  m in utes requ i red for a C E  sess ion that 

i nc l udes a n  hour ly sched ule ,  breaks,  etc .  

Ed i t ion  0526 
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