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It’s such an honor to receive this award, thank you. It’s a privilege to be a part of the AANA 
staff, the best in the association world.  
 
To all of the state leaders and members of the AANA Government Relations Committee I’ve 
worked with over the years, thank you. Nothing we do matters without all that you do every 
day. 
 
Special thanks to the CRNAs who inspired me with their incredible knowledge and 
unstoppable work ethic when I was new at this job, including Cheryl Blankemeier and 
Kathy Farrell. Also, to the memory of Patty Cornwell and Barry Cranfill, I hope I can be as 
helpful to others as you always were to me. 
 
Thank you to the fantastic state and federal advocacy team – to Ingrida Lusis and Sarah 
Chacko for their support and leadership; to my chart and map hero Lesley Arca; to our 
political insider, JP Mason; and to the heart of our division, Maja Duncan. Special thanks to 
my colleagues Barbara Anderson, Romy Gelb-Zimmer, and Ewa Greenier, it’s such a 
pleasure to work with you. And thanks to Mitch Tobin, who taught me that there’s no crying 
in state GR. 
 
Thank you for this honor, and let’s keep winning! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


