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Speaker Robin Vos 
CSL President 
National Conference of State Legislators 
7700 East First Place 
Denver, CO 80230 
 
Dear Speaker Vos: 
 
On behalf of the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA), we would like to thank you and 
your peers throughout the nation for your leadership during this unprecedent time in our nation’s 
history.  The COVID-19 pandemic has tested our healthcare system in ways it has never before been 
challenged, and we appreciate all that state leaders are doing to help contain the virus and keep their 
residents safe and healthy.  
 
As you work to ensure that hospitals and other healthcare centers have the resources they need to 
treat patients, it is important that each state optimize its healthcare workforce.  One way to increase 
the number of healthcare providers who can address patient needs is to grant advanced practice 
nurses such as Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs) the ability to practice to the full extent 
of their education and training.  
 
CRNAs are experts at advanced airway and ventilation management and critical care—all vital to 
addressing the healthcare needs of patients during coronavirus pandemic. To date, 14 state governors 
have issued executive orders to suspend restrictions on full scope of practice for CRNAs. 
 
For example, New York Governor Andrew Cuomo removed physician supervision of CRNAs as he filed 
a state of emergency. Governors of Michigan, Maine, Louisiana, and West Virginia also removed 
physician supervision for CRNAs, and governors of Alabama, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Kansas, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Tennessee, have temporarily removed aspects of 
restrictive physician involvement to help increase access to care for patients. Additional executive 
orders expand use of telehealth and eliminate restrictions for professionals to practice in states where 
they are not currently licensed in order to increase the healthcare workforce during the pandemic. The 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has temporarily suspended supervision to equip 
healthcare systems on the federal level. 
 
It is now time to make these executive orders permanent through state legislation.   In their APRN role, 
CRNAs can play an important role in providing life-saving critical care management for patients 
impacted by the COVID-19 virus. In New York, for example, CRNAs are the first on-call for any 
intubations, placing the atrial lines for blood pressure monitoring and central venous catheters for 
medicine administration. They are also serving in a consulting capacity, helping other healthcare 
professionals care for very sick patients.  

https://www.aana.com/docs/default-source/sga-aana-com-web-documents-(all)/gov-eo-summary-re-crnas.docx?sfvrsn=62f0afd_20
https://www.aana.com/news/press-releases/2020/03/31/cms-suspends-supervision-requirements-for-crnas
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Now more than ever it is important that each state optimize its healthcare workforce. U.S. state 
executive orders removing burdensome restrictions on CRNAs is the right policy at this critical juncture 
and is desperately needed to meet the growing demands on our healthcare delivery system.  The 
AANA supports this legislative activity to enhance access to care for patients during and after the 
COVID-19 pandemic and urges your state to take the same action.  
 
We thank you again for your leadership, and should you need further assistance or resources to help 
you care for patients in (state) please feel free to reach out us at (847) 692-7050 or info@aana.com. 
Sincerely, 

 
Kate Jansky, MHS, CRNA, APRN, USA LTC (ret). 
AANA President 
 

 
 
Randall D. Moore, DNP, MBA, CRNA 
AANA CEO 
 
 
 
Cc:  Tim Storey 
Executive Director 
National Conference of State Legislatures  
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