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INSIDE THE ASSOCIATION

In 1978, two European nurse anesthetists, Jan Frandsen of Norway 
and Hermi Löhnert of Switzerland, attended the Annual Meeting of 
the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists.1 Their interest in 

international cooperation among nurse anesthetists and the AANA’s 
agreement to explore this idea planted the seed for what would 
become the International Federation of Nurse Anesthetists (IFNA).
 After several years of conversations about the possibility of a 
global organization, the first International Symposium for Nurse 
Anesthetists, sponsored by the AANA and newly formed Swiss 
Association for Nonphysician Anesthetists, convened in Lucerne, 
Switzerland in June 1985.1 It was attended by 250 nurse anesthetists 
from 11 countries. In 1988, 511 nurse anesthetists from 16 countries 
attended the 2nd International Congress for Nurse Anesthetists 
convened in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. Increased participation 
in the meeting indicated there was sufficient interest in formalizing 
an international nurse anesthesia organization. That same year, the 
first organizational meeting, chaired by Hermi Löhnert (Switzerland) 
and Ronald Caulk (United States) was held in Teufen, Switzerland. 
 In June 1989, AANA President Sandra Maree Ouellette, MEd, 
CRNA, FAAN, and former AANA president and representative 
to the new anesthesia group Ronald Caulk, CRNA, FAAN, 
attended the 19th Quadrennial Congress of the International 
Council of Nurses (ICN) in Seoul, Korea.1 They went to the 
meeting to study the history of ICN, believing that lessons 
learned from this 100-year-old nursing organization would 
undoubtedly be beneficial in formation of the IFNA.
 On June 10, 1989, in Teufen, Switzerland, representatives from 11 
countries signed the charter that formally created the International 
Federation of Nurse Anesthetists. This was the first step in what 
would become the globalization of the nurse anesthesia community.

According to Sandra Maree Ouellette, past IFNA President:

 “We have come a long way since June 1989 when representatives 
from 11 countries met and signed the charter for the IFNA. 
Somehow, in spite of multiple languages, no staff, no electronic 
communication, those gathered had a vision and made it happen. 
Looking back to that day with so much working against us, it is 
a miracle there is an IFNA. I deeply appreciate the founders of 
this global organization and all who have advanced it over the 
last 30 years.”

Pascal Rod, former IFNA president and current IFNA executive 
director also comments on the beginning of the federation.

 “When we first met in 1988 for starting the international 
structure for nurse anesthetists, nurse anesthesia practice was 
considered as unique, the only one of its kind, in each country. 
We learned that some countries had a better and more advanced 
formal existence, while others were seeking a better recognition. 
After 30 years, the IFNA has become the recognized international 
voice for nurse anesthesia and has contributed to greater 
recognition for those practicing as nurses and non-physician 
anesthesia providers.”

Building a Global Organization
In its first few decades IFNA focused on building organizational 
membership and infrastructure such as bylaws, policies, and 
procedures; interaction among member countries; and securing 
fiscal stability.2 There are now 43 member countries in IFNA, 
and the organization has sponsored 13 World Congresses 
with the last being in Budapest, Hungary, in 2018. 
 During those early years, IFNA developed and approved 
international Standards of Practice, Education, Monitoring and a 
Code of Ethics, and major revisions have been accepted since. IFNA 
has also developed model educational curricula for nurse anesthesia 
educational programs at the certificate, bachelor’s, and master’s level. 
 The IFNA Anesthesia Program Approval Process (APAP), a quality 
assurance program in education for the world's nurse anesthetists 
is operational. A current focus is on Continuous Professional 
Development (CPD), intended to strengthen the individual education 
and skills and thus strengthen and add value to the profession. 
 
Betty Horton, PhD, CRNA, FAAN, former IFNA 
Education Committee chair and former APAP 
manager, comments on the development of APAP.

 “I am aware that the idea of an international accreditation 
process for anesthesia schools had been a dream of IFNA 
leaders since the beginning of the federation. Their vision was 
to help countries that wanted to train nurses to meet critical 
shortages of anesthetists. This was not an easy goal to reach 
because of the many differences that exist in education and 
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practice among nations. So, it took many years of consideration 
until the first, unique, three-level Anesthesia Program Approval 
Process (APAP) was developed that is available to all anesthesia 
schools worldwide. Another outcome of this effort was the 
creation of a pathway for an existing school in any country to 
show it can meet international education standards. APAP is an 
accomplishment for which IFNA can be proud.”

Sharing Our Vision, Improving Access 
to Healthcare Around the World
Over the last decade, IFNA has matured into a federation with 
roots firmly grounded within a successful and sustained model 
of organizational health.2 Meeting and exceeding the basic 
infrastructure framework allowed IFNA to look outward toward 
collaborative partnerships and teamwork with other action-oriented 
global healthcare associations. IFNA President Jackie Rowles, 
DNP, CRNA, FAAN (United States), and Executive Director Pascal 
Rod (France), regularly participate in meetings, committees, and 
leadership positions of other global healthcare organizations. Sharing 
IFNA's vision for increased access to and safety of surgical and 
anesthesia care has elevated the nurse anesthesia profession as a 
recognized and necessary component of international healthcare. 

Jackie Rowles serves IFNA as its current president. 
She remarks on some of IFNA’s efforts to promote 
nurse anesthesia education and practice.

 “I am blessed and honored to serve as the U.S. country national 
representative to IFNA and as the current IFNA president. By 
building upon the success of the strong IFNA leaders before me, 
especially Sandy Ouellette, Ron Caulk, and Betty Horton, the 
IFNA is currently enjoying working collaboratively in anesthesia 
patient safety initiatives with the World Federation of Societies 
of Anesthesiologists, the European Society of Anesthesiologists, 
the World Health Organization, and the G4 Alliance for Surgery, 
Obstetrics, Trauma and Anesthesia Care. Nurse Anesthetists 
are an integral part of global anesthesia care and our value and 
impact as a part of the healthcare team is being recognized.”

Ronald Caulk, IFNA’s first executive director and a former IFNA 
president passed away in 2016. His wife Susan, a member of 
the IFNA History Task Force, had this to say about Ron:

 “Ron was so proud of IFNA and worked endlessly to insure its 
success. He never forgot the wonderful friends he made during 
those formative years and enjoyed visiting with them at IFNA 
meetings. I know nothing would bring Ron more happiness than 
celebrating IFNA’s  30th Anniversary.”

Looking Back and Looking Forward
Since its founding, IFNA has become widely recognized as the global 
voice for nurse anesthesia responsible for forming standards and 
policies to guide and continually improve professional education 
and practice in the world.2 As IFNA celebrates its 30th Anniversary, 
it is time to look back on all that has been accomplished and move 
forward with a focus on what we all can contribute in establishing 
the nurse anesthetist as an indispensable asset in global health. 
 
Hermi Löhnert is recognized as the founder of IFNA. He 
reflects on the creation and growth of the federation.
 
 “Everything has its own time. It was exactly the right moment 

when the “right” people met in 1978, at the AANA Annual 
Meeting in Detroit. Amongst them: Jan Frandsen, nurse 
anesthetist from Norway; Ronald Caulk and John Garde; Louis 
McCoy and myself, a nurse anesthetist from Switzerland. The 
vision of a collaboration of professional associations for nurse 
anesthetists had long been a deep and serious concern to me. 
The lack of recognition of the great work that people of our 
profession have long been doing–throughout the world–and still 
are doing was miserable, indeed unbearable. There is still a lot 
to do in this field. But the situation has improved significantly 
since IFNA was founded. Thanks to the engagement of many 
dedicated people; thanks to the exchange of experience through 
electronic aids, and contacts during the IFNA congresses, many 
positive developments have taken place over the years. Not to 
forget the large number of contacts and friendships over years. So 
thank you so much to all who have been involved in some form 
over the past years! May this be preserved for the sake of our 
patients and last but not least also for ourselves.”

The location of the 14th World Congress in 2022 will 
soon be decided upon. A history book covering IFNA’s  first 
30 years will be available at that time. Please watch for the 
announcement and plan to attend the Congress to join 
your international colleagues in celebrating the past and 
looking forward to being all we can be in the future.
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