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Congressman David Jolly (R-FL): “You and I have also spoken in the past about the nursing handbook and 

whether or not there would be any changes in the nursing handbook that would conflict with the 

requirement to have an anesthesiologist overseeing in the OR. The committee has been pretty clear 

year after year after year after year on this issue, including last year, with report language suggesting 

that no changes should conflict with the current anesthesiologist handbook. I know a proposed rule 

recently went to OMB. Can you maybe describe your position on this issue?”  

 

Robert McDonald, Secretary, VA: “Our point of view, and David shares this point of view, of all the things 

in the nursing handbook, the new nursing handbook with expanded responsibilities, expanded duties, 

the thing we feel least comfortable about is anesthesiologists.”  

 

David Shulkin, MD, Under Secretary for Health: “What I think we’re talking about here is the CRNA 

component. And we believe that the team-work based model in anesthesia right now is effectively 

serving Veterans. The most important thing that we’re trying to address in the handbook is access to 

care. We believe full practice authority for nurse practitioners would be very important for us to expand 

primary care access...  

 

Congressman Jolly: “Doesn’t that conflict with what you just said?” 

 

Dr. Shulkin: “Primary care access. With CRNAs, we feel that the current system is addressing access 

adequately.” 

 

Congressman Jolly: “So you support the existing anesthesiologist requirement?” 

 

Dr. Shulkin: “Right now, and we spent some time with the Chairman and Ranking Member on this 

yesterday, right now in the VA we believe that the current system is serving veterans adequately and 

safely. We do think that in the future we may have to take a look at this. That if access does become a 

problem, that’s a different issue. And so in the future we may have to look at this differently, but right 

now we think it’s serving veterans adequately.” 

 

Congressman Jolly: “And that’s your viewpoint as well, Mr. Secretary?” 

 

Secretary McDonald: (inaudible). 

 


