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      March 17, 2017 

 

Ms. Seema Verma 

Administrator 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

Department of Health and Human Services 

Hubert H. Humphrey Building 

200 Independence Avenue, SW, Rm 314G 

Washington, DC  20201 

Dear Ms. Verma, 

 

On behalf of the over 50,000 members of the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists 

(AANA), I extend you our warm congratulations on your appointment as Administrator of the 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and welcome the opportunity to work with 

you and your staff to ensure access to safe, high quality and cost effective healthcare.  Certified 

Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs) are advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) who 

personally administer more than 43 million anesthetics to patients each year in the United States.  

CRNA provide every aspect of the delivery of anesthesia services and also provide acute, 

chronic, and interventional pain management services.   

 

CRNAs have enjoyed a long and fruitful relationship with CMS and the patients we serve, 

particularly with regard to the Medicare program.  Prior implementation of the Affordable Care 

Act has expanded the agency’s role to encompass oversight of health plans and to implement the 

Act’s Provider Nondiscrimination provision. Though much progress has been made, more work 

remains toward our goal of implementing the recommendations of the National Academy of 

Medicine report The Future of Nursing and expanding patient access to high-quality, cost-

effective healthcare through eliminating unnecessary regulatory barriers to the use of CRNAs 

and other advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) and allowing them to practice to the full 

extent of their education, training, and certification. 

 

During this time of ongoing change in the health arena, we look forward to working with you 

and hope to meet with you in the near future with respect to issues affecting the patients we 

serve.  Please know that we are at your service, so please feel free to contact our AANA Senior 

Director of Federal Government Affairs, Ralph Kohl, at 202-484-8400, rkohl@aanadc.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

           
Cheryl L. Nimmo, DNP, MSHSA, CRNA 

AANA President 


