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July 9, 2015 

 

Sen. Orrin Hatch     Sen. Ron Wyden 
Chairman      Ranking Member  
Senate Finance Committee    Senate Finance Committee 
Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden: 
 
On behalf of the 48,000 members of the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists, we urge 
the Senate Finance Committee to promptly begin the process for securing timely Senate 
confirmation of Andy Slavitt, the President’s nominee to serve as Administrator of the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services. 
 
The CMS is one of the nation’s largest agencies, operates and oversees the most extensive health 
plans in the United States at the direction of Congress, and anticipates nearly doubling its 
Medicare beneficiary population to almost 40 million by the year 2030, just 15 years away, as 
the baby boom generation reaches retirement age. With such a critical role in so many areas of 
American life, the CMS, as well as its beneficiaries and stakeholders, deserve the leadership of 
an Administrator who possesses the full authority of the office through Senate confirmation. 
 
The role of CMS Administrator demands an individual with the high qualifications, experience 
and integrity necessary for the task, one who has the trust of the Congress and of the President.  
Andy Slavitt possesses those necessary characteristics.  With decades of healthcare industry 
experience in the private and public sectors, including service as Executive Vice President of 
Optum charged with delivering improvements to healthcare for patients and industry leaders, and 
most recently in his role as CMS Principal Deputy Administrator, Mr. Slavitt has shown that he 
can be trusted with this most critical work of protecting and advancing our nation’s healthcare, 
supporting the health of our seniors and most vulnerable populations, and promoting sound 
management of a vast enterprise.  
 
We urge Mr. Slavitt’s confirmation, and we look forward to working with you in support of it.  
Thank you, and we welcome your questions and comments to Frank Purcell, AANA Senior 
Director Federal Government Affairs, 202-741-9080, fpurcell@aanadc.com. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Sharon P. Pearce, CRNA, MSN 
AANA President 

http://www.aana.com/

