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February 10, 2015 

 

 

 

Sen. Johnny Isakson     Sen. Richard Blumenthal 

Chairman       Ranking Member 

Senate Veterans Affairs Committee   Senate Veterans Affairs Committee 

412 Russell Senate Office Building   825A Hart Senate Office Building 

United States Senate     United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510                  Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senators Isakson and Blumenthal: 

 

On behalf of 49,000 members of the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA), I am writing 

to express concern about legislation referred to the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee titled, “Frontlines 

to Lifelines Act of 2015” (S 297, Kirk, R-IL), and to request it be amended.   

 

Sec. 4 of S 297, titled “Independent Practice of Certain Advanced Practice Registered Nurses of 

Department of Veterans Affairs,” is problematic in two respects. It does not include all four roles of 

Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs) and excludes Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists 

(CRNAs).There are roughly 900 CRNAs currently serving in the Veterans Health Administration (VHA), 

many of whom are Veterans and have served in the VHA with distinction. Further, this is an unnecessary 

provision given the VHA has been working for over two years to develop, discuss among stakeholders, 

and publish a proposal recognizing all APRN roles to their full practice authority in the VHA. 

 

Ensuring that CRNAs may practice within the VHA to their full practice authority is a common-sense part 

of the solution to the well-documented problem of Veterans being denied or delayed access to care. The 

evidence clearly indicates the safety of CRNAs serving every population type, including those men and 

women who have borne the battle and count on the VHA for excellent care. This evidence includes most 

recently the Cochrane Review, the preeminent journal for evidence-based healthcare delivery, which 

stated last July on reviewing hundreds of studies that, “no definitive statement can be made about the 

possible superiority of one type of anesthesia care over another.”   

 

The Department of Veterans Affairs already has authority from Congress to recognize APRNs including 

CRNAs to their full practice authority. Should the Committee move S 297, we request that you include 

CRNAs as a provider long recognized by the VHA to deliver care within their full practice authority. 

Thank you; if you have any questions, please contact Frank Purcell at our AANA Washington office. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Sharon P. Pearce, CRNA, MSN 

President 

 

http://www.aana.com/

