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January 29, 2015 

 

The Honorable Sylvia M. Burwell 

Secretary of Health and Human Services 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D.C.  20201 

 

Dear Secretary Burwell: 

 

On behalf of the 49,000 members of the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA), I 

am writing to request that our organization participate as a stakeholder in the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services’s (HHS) efforts on value-based payment goals in Medicare, and to 

join you for your Health Care Payment and Learning Action Network meeting in March 2015.  

 

As you may know, Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs) are advanced practice 

registered nurses (APRNs) who personally administer more than 34 million anesthetics to 

patients each year in the United States, according to the 2012 AANA Practice Profile Survey.  

CRNAs are Medicare Part B Providers and since 1989 have billed Medicare directly for 100 

percent of the physician fee schedule amount.  The AANA has long supported efforts to improve 

quality healthcare while reducing healthcare costs.  Peer-reviewed scientific literature shows 

CRNA services ensure patient safety and access to high-quality care and promote healthcare cost 

savings.  According to a May/June 2010 study published in the journal of Nursing Economic$, 

CRNAs acting as the sole anesthesia provider are the most cost-effective model for anesthesia 

delivery, and there is no measurable difference in the quality of care between CRNAs and other 

anesthesia providers or by anesthesia delivery model.  Involving APRNs, including CRNAs, in 

the agency’s initiative aligns with the goal of an American healthcare system that delivers better 

care, spends healthcare dollars more wisely, and results in healthier people.   

 

We look forward to our working with you on this important initiative and to hearing back from 

you.  Should you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact our AANA Senior 

Director of Federal Government Affairs, Frank Purcell, at 202-484-8400, fpurcell@aanadc.com.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Sharon P. Pearce, CRNA, MSN 

AANA President 


