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July 25, 2018 

 

Robert Wilkie 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

810 Vermont Avenue, NW  

Washington DC 20420 
 

Dear Mr. Wilkie:  

 

On behalf of the over 52,000 members of the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA), I 

extend you our congratulations on your appointment as Secretary of the Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) and welcome the opportunity to work with you and your staff to ensure access to safe, 

high quality and cost-effective healthcare.  Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs) are 

advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) who personally administer more than 43 million 

anesthetics to patients each year in the United States and are the predominant anesthesia professionals 

in Veterans Hospitals and the U.S. Armed Services.  CRNAs provide every aspect of the delivery of 

anesthesia services and also provide acute, chronic, and interventional pain management services.   

 

Numerous peer reviewed studies have shown that CRNAs are safe, high quality, cost-effective 

anesthesia professionals who should be allowed to practice to the full extent of their education and 

abilities in all practice settings. 1,2,3,4  Though much progress has been made, more work remains 

toward our goal of increasing access to the most efficient, highest quality anesthesia care for our 

nation’s veterans. 

 

During this time of ongoing change in the health arena, we look forward to working with you and hope 

to meet with you in the near future to discuss how CRNAs can continue to ensure veterans receive the 

full scope of timely, cost effective and high-quality anesthesia and pain management care they so 

rightfully deserve within VHA facilities.  Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact the 

AANA Senior Director of Federal Government Affairs, Ralph Kohl, at 202-741-9080 or 

rkohl@aanadc.com.  

 

Sincerely, 
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Bruce A. Weiner, DNP, MSNA, CRNA 

AANA President 

 

 

Cc: Randall Moore II, DNP, MBA, CRNA, AANA CEO 

Ralph Kohl, AANA Senior Director of Federal Government Affairs 

Randi Gold, MPP, AANA Senior Associate Director Federal Regulatory and Payment Policy 

 
 

   


