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EDITORIAL
Flash Forward
Larry Sawyer, BA
Chuck Biddle, PhD, CRNA 

A flash back: Graduates of nurse 
anesthesia programs have an average 
of 9,369 hours of clinical experi-
ence, including 733 hours during 
their baccalaureate nursing program, 
6,032 hours as a critical care regis-
tered nurse, and 2,604 hours during 
their nurse anesthesia program. 
Before they can become Certified 
Registered Nurse Anesthetists 
(CRNAs) graduates of nurse anes-
thesia educational programs must 
also pass the National Certification 
Examination. This initial stretch of 
road on one’s career path may seem 
to pass rather quickly.

Then, maintaining that knowl-
edge base with lifelong learning 
becomes the goal of the CRNA and 
it becomes clearer and clearer that 
education and a continual focus 
on staying current regarding the 
technical proficiency and mental 
acuity required to perform the 
many tasks of the CRNA is key to 
providing anesthesia at the highest 
level of competency. Some, a few 
years into their career, decide that 
education of others has become 
central to their identity and decide 
to become educators. Distressingly, 
fewer and fewer are making this 
decision and there is now a shortage 
of nurse anesthesiology educators, 
which creates an existential threat 
to the profession as a whole. (In 
this issue please review our online 
Practice News column “Supporting 
the Foundation of Nurse Anesthesia 

Education: A Report of the Faculty 
Stabilization Taskforce” to see how 
this threat is being addressed.)

We are asking you now to flash 
forward in your career rather than 
flash back. What if you could see 
the path ahead? Would you feel 
secure about your place on your 
career path? Do you wish you could 
get farther along or improve but are 
not sure how?

Knowledge Is Clinical Power
Increasingly it has become obvious 
that the role of the CRNA is ever-
expanding (encompassing the role 
of educator, entrepreneur, patient 
advocate, and hospital manager) but 
at the center of each of those roles 
it is clinical knowledge that shapes 
a healthcare provider. CRNAs are 
the sum total of what they have 
learned—a didactic education, yes, 
but it is also the clinical experiences 
that form one’s knowledge base. 

We know that you need clinical 
information to perform your job 
function with the skill and expertise 
to provide patients with the high-
est level of safety. That knowledge 
also provides the defense you need 
against unanticipated critical events 
in the operating room. 

As you read the articles in this 
issue of the AANA Journal consider 
that each required many hours of 
writing and revision to say nothing 
of the experience required on the 
part of the authors to acquire the 
knowledge necessary to allow them 
to impart that knowledge to read-
ers. All of this effort exists to help 
patients navigate their healthcare 
journey safely and with positive 

outcomes. The articles in the AANA 
Journal are then indexed in repu-
table databases such as PubMed, so 
researchers worldwide can famil-
iarize themselves with the many 
roles performed by CRNAs. This 
Journal performs an important mar-
keting function, as well, in that it 
illustrates to the public and policy 
makers those many hours of educa-
tion and the result. 

Announcing the June  
Special Clinical Issue
The AANA Journal has provided 
CRNAs with the important, peer-
reviewed clinical and research articles 
that they need for decades and the 
AANA is fully committed to being a 
learning organization—in fact it’s one 
of the AANA’s Core Values.

When we researched which 
articles in the AANA Journal are the 
most popular it was no surprise that 
the clinical articles are the most well-
read. Because we want to provide 
you with the resources you need, 
going forward each June issue will 
now be dedicated to clinical practice. 
We hope it will help inform you and 
inspire you to keep edging farther 
down your own practice road.

Thank you for all that you do for 
this profession. Turn to these pages 
for the knowledge you need (and 
even some solace). You will come 
away with an increased understanding 
and receive some valuable support on 
your own path to excellence.
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