 AANA Student Writing Contest Guidelines

The purpose of the annual Student Writing Contest is to encourage students to write for professional publications, especially the AANA Journal. Each year, Editorial Manager will accept Student Writing Contest papers beginning on the first business day of the New Year and ending April 1. 
Only students are eligible to enter the contest. The guidelines for submission follow the same format indicated in the AANA Journal. The deadline date for submission is April 1. Authors can expect to be notified of the results of the contest by mid-May. 
Contest Rules
1. Only student members of the AANA are eligible to enter the contest. 

2. Each student may submit an original research paper, case report, or survey/review 
article. The work must be that of a single author. Coauthored papers will not be accepted.
3. Due to the nature of this contest, students should submit manuscripts independent of a curriculum requirement, and limit the number of submissions from a given program to 2 entries. 
4. Guidelines for manuscripts should follow the AANA Journal Information for Authors.
5. Papers must be submitted electronically to Editorial Manager at  http://www.editorialmanager.com/aana/. Participants must select the category of “Student Writing Contest” otherwise their papers will not be entered in the contest (or reviewed for possible publication in the AANA Journal). First-time users of Editorial Manager must register and create a profile. Returning users can login and use their existing profile.
6. The winner will be advised that their paper was selected and given a 30-day deadline for any required revisions by the Chair of the AANA Journal Editorial Board. If the revisions are completed in the specified timeframe, the winner will be announced during the Student Luncheon at the AANA Annual Meeting and presented in person with a certificate of recognition.  If, however the student fails to meet the deadline and the revisions are not completed, an alternate winner will be selected.  
7. All other entries will be managed in the same way as any other submission to the AANA Journal. If accepted for publication, the manuscript will be edited using the  AMA Manual of Style.  In most cases, edited copy will be submitted to authors for final approval.  Authors are responsible for all statements made in their work including changes made by the copy editor.    
8. Each entry will be reviewed for possible publication in the AANA Journal.  Authors of manuscripts selected for possible publication will, in most cases, be asked to make revisions by the reviewers.  If, after 90 days, revisions have not been made, an AANA Journal senior editor can make those changes.  The author will be given the opportunity to approve the final edited copy before publication; however, if the author cannot be reached, the paper will be published as edited. 
9. The evaluation method is as follows:
Content of Paper

1. Quality of writing/organization

33%

2. Critical analysis/use of the literature/
33%

     novel thoughts/Ideas





3. Contribution to the profession

33%

10. The manuscripts will be blinded and assigned a number before being submitted to the judges to assure anonymous and impartial evaluation of the entry.

11. All manuscripts must be submitted according to the contest guidelines by the deadline of April 1. Submissions after the deadline will not be entered into the contest.

Checklist for Authors
· Title page (to include article title, author’s name, credentials, biographical statement, program, program director, telephone number, email address, grant support, and acknowledgments)

· Three to five key words or phrases
· Abstract page (200 words maximum)

· Article text (double spaced throughout)

· References (double spaced throughout)

· Tables, legends, figures and illustrations on separate pages and properly labeled

· Permission to reproduce previously published material or photographs of identifiable individuals

· Copy of institutional investigation committee/review board approval for research papers
· Electronic submission of a blinded manuscript that is entered in the category of Student Writing Contest.  With the exception of the title page, the author’s name, program, or other identifying information must be deleted from the manuscript before it can be assigned a number and judged for the contest. 
· Submission of the following document electronically or offline: “Authorship Criteria and Responsibility, Financial Disclosure, Copyright Transfer, and Acknowledgment.” 

Questions for Authors
You should be able to respond yes to the following questions:
1. Does the manuscript follow the format of the AANA Journal, which is the AMA Manual of Style?
2. Is the length of the manuscript no more than 20 double-spaced pages (including references and tables)?

3. If this is a research article, is human or animal investigation approval enclosed?

4. If this is a case report, was the author personally associated with the case?

5. Except for the title page, has the author’s name, program, and identifying information been removed?
Need More Information?

Contact the AANA Education Department, at 847- 655-1161 or education@aana.com .
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